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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

March Lectionary  
 

March 3, 2019 

Holy Communion 

Transfiguration Sunday 

Exodus 34:29-35

 Psalm 99  

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

Luke 9:28-36, (37-43) 
 

March 6ï Ash Wed. 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

Psalm 51:1-17 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

March 10, 2019 

1st Sunday in Lent 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 

Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 
 

March 17, 2019 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

Psalm 27 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 
 

March 24, 2019 

3rd Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 55:1-9 

Psalm 63:1-8 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Luke 13:1-9 
 

March 31, 2019 

LOUD Coin Offering 

4th Sunday in Lent 

Joshua 5:9-12 

Psalm 32 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Mardi Gras Celebration 
 

On Wednesday March 6th you are being invited to a Festive Mardi Gras cele-

bration which will take place in Fellowship Hall.  Our church's party planners 

will have transformed the room into a New Orleans French Quarter restaurant 

decked out in true Mardi Gras decor with all the glitter and ambiance of music, 

masks, dolls and beads.  The party begins at 5:30 pm with a time for appetizers 

and socializing.  At 6 pm you will be treated to a New Orleans style buffet with 

four Louisiana entrees to choose from plus pulled pork, rice and coleslaw.  

There will, also. be a dessert table that contains Beignets and King Cakes.  

With the conclusion of the dinner we will be crowning the king or queen of the 

Mardi Gras.  Who will it be?  You have to come and find out.  

    At 7:30, with the party over, we will move into 

    the sanctuary for the beginning of the Lenten 

    season with a traditional solemn Ash Wednes-

    day service.    

         Reservations are essential so please reserve a 

     place by signing up in the narthex, or 

       calling Stephanie at 715-234-3919 or 

         email her at office@ricelakeumc.org 

       by March 4th.  

             Hope to see you there. 

                 ~Karen 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Join the Adult Sunday School class for a Lenten study 

beginning March 10.  This 6-week study, entitled    

RESTORED - Finding Redemption in our Mess,      

reminds us that Godôs grace can transform our messy 

lives into lives of meaning and hope.  The study will 

include a book, weekly videos, and lively discussion.  

Please come for any or all of the sessions, meeting at  

9 AM Sundays in the church library. 

 



 
40 -Days of Renewal  

What is Lent?  

Lent is the church season 

that prepares us for Easter. 

The forty days of Lent give 

us many opportunities to 

grow spiritually. Making time for reflection, self-

examination, prayer, alms-giving, fasting and commitment 

are important for spiritual growth--beginning with Ash 

Wednesday. During Biblical days, Lent was a time of 

preparation to receive Holy Baptism on Easter morning. 

On Holy Saturday, candidates would stay up all night in 

preparation and prayer. Just before sunrise, the candidates 

would walk down into the baptismal font. Then at sunrise, 

they would walk out of the waters and put on new clothes 

symbolizing their purity in Christ and a life of new begin-

nings as a Christian.  

 

Today, Lent is a spiritual journey of the soul. It is a time of 

renewal in Christ and opportunity to grow deeper via faith 

praxis. We recognize that the busyness of life gets in the 

way of our spiritual growth and intentionally focus remov-

ing those obstacles in order to spend time reconnecting 

with Christ. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at 

Holy Week. 

 

What and when is Ash Wednesday?  

Wednesday, March 6th,  

7:30 p.m. at First UMC 

òOur Material Treasuresó 

Ash Wednesday is a day set aside for tak-

ing a serious look at the way we are living 

our lives. We will gather immediately following Mardi 

Gras dinner 7:30pm on March 6 to mark the beginning of 

Lent.  Each person will have opportunity to come forward 

and receive a mark on his or her forehead with ashes. The 

tradition has come down to us from the Old Testament 

days when persons would show their sorrow by covering 

their faces with ashes and wearing clothes made of sack-

cloth. The mark on our foreheads serves to remind us of 

our mortalityðfrom dust we have come, and to dust we 

will someday return.    
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Fellowship Tea 
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St. Patrickôs Day 
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Deadline 
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Pastor to Green 

Bay 
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Meeting  

 

7:00 Choir 
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10:00 Missions  

 

11:00 Advance Di-

rectives Program 

 

3:30 Confirmation 

Class  

 

6:00 Lenten Soup 

Supper & Study 
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10:30 Prayer 

Shawl  

 

5:30 Trustees 
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24 3rd Sunday of Lent 

 

 

 

 

31 4th Sunday of Lent 

 

LOUD Offering 
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1:00 Bazaar 

Crafters 
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Folders 

 

 

7:00 Choir 

27 

 

8:30 Menôs Break-

fast 

 

6:00 Lenten Soup 

Supper & Study 

28 

 

7:00 Ad Council 

29 30 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Cantonôs service is at 9:00 am.                                                                  Rice Lakeôs service is at 10:30 am.   

Canton Sunday School is at 9:00 am every other Sunday                           Rice Lake Sunday School is at 9:00 am every Sunday  

<<ð- Pastor Sue at Bishopôs Days Apart ð>> 



Shout Out from Pastor Sue 

Chocolate or Lima Beans? 
 

Traditionally, Lent encourages us to take on some 

commitment to our spiritual lives: prayer, daily Bible 

study, our weekly Lenten study; or commitment to 

your physical life like fasting, exercising more or giv-

ing up something.  One year I gave up cooking. My 

family was so busy going to track practice, meetings 

and working that no one was home to eat supper at the 

same time. Each day I spent a significant amount of 

time preparing the meal that no one ate, so I decided I 

could spend this time in devotions instead of cooking. 

The refrigerator and freezer were always stocked with 

foods and easy to prepare frozen dinners so no one 

went hungry. Sadly, no one noticed that we were not 

having a family dinner and I got out of cooking until 

Thanksgiving! The next year I tried giving up laundry- 

no such luck! 

A friend asked me why couldnôt we give up lima 

beans or liver and onions for lent instead of Chocolate, 

meat, pop, etc.? Giving up something we detest is not 

the answer; rather, learning how to survive without 

something we love reminds us of Christôs sacrificial 

love for us. The 40 days of Lent is a wilderness jour-

ney of the heart and time of deep spiritual growth, re-

flection, and self-examination.  

Lent is a time to focus on what we can give back 

to God. The time spent doing that previous action 

which you are giving up is replaced with ñGod-timeò 

such as devotions, worship, and Bible studies. Patrick 

Morley writes that the church's integrity problem is in 

the misconception "that we can add Christ to our lives, 

but not subtract sin.ò It is a change in belief with-

out a change in behavior."  These 40 days are not 

so much about adding more into our busy lives, but 

calling us to re-commit ourselves to Christ by letting 

go of worldly ways and leaning more on God. 

This year as you ponder on Lent and debate be-

tween chocolate and lima beans, I invite you to go the 

distance and spend this time engaging in the presence 

of God. One of my seminary classmates gave up talk-

ing. Imagine 40 days without talking! He made ar-

rangements with the professors so that they knew his 

desire to be  silent and wait on God. Imagine spending 

40 days in deep thought with God! His Lenten journey 

gave new meaning to the psalmist words, ñBe still and 

know that I am God.ò 

Our giving up challenge is not to look at simple 

things such as chocolate or meat on Fridays, but to dig 

deeper into our behavior and attitude styles. Can we 

give up complaining? Or negative comments and jeal-

ousy? Then replace them with positive comments, 

compassion, gentleness so that we live more Christ-

like? Studies show that it takes 30 days to change a 

behavior or adapt to a new way of life. Lent gives us a 

bonus of 10 more days to make sure that we become 

solid in our new approach to holiness. 

Our Lenten journey begins on March 6th with Ash 

Wednesday service at 7:30pm at First UMC, Rice 

Lake. Our theme is ñThe Power of Prayer.ò We will 

learn about different ways to pray and tools to help 

you during your prayer time. One of the tools is a 

Prayer Journal, complied prayers from Pastor Sue. Be 

sure to pick yours up the first week of Lent. Our study 

Max Lucado, Before Amen and a special showing of 

The War Room on April 10th. There will be multiple 

ways to engage and grow deeper in your faith from 

Soup Suppers to Bible studies, kidôs activities, praying 

the psalms, and daily activity calendars. Our 40-day 

wilderness walk is a family-friendly journey that all 

ages can engage, grow and observe a Holy Lent. 

Your Sister in Christ,  

Pastor Sue 

Pick up your 2019 Lenten Prayer Journal  the first 

week of Lent. 


