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Reverend Jim Altman December 2014

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

37;\ admf&What would be the perfedt gi I|f y
/ @ AA Christmas Story, 0 you k§(g'Wur§Sa8f i e
= was a Daisy Red Rider BB Rifle. Everyone warned him t[t at Sermon TltleS

he woul d fAishoot his eye out, O ber?'l‘d not

Christmas morning, amongst the presents, his dream comes true. Dressed ir) 0 Iy Isalah 40111

his pajamas, robe, and slippers, he takes his BB rifle out back into the snow, yherq| peter3:815a

he promptly shoots himself in the WO. DahuokifiGy d

| remember those Christmasdregm f t s t hat | was |[sur eNIt %g(t) Il wc
vive without. | would prepare a Christmas wigt and even shop the catalogs tq December 14
find the most economical sources. B u tPsalm 126k e ([[Mi c
what | want (ed). o But, often enough,Lukel1l:46b58 . Fu
gi ftso rarely lasted until New Yeaﬂﬁ@Lb59.TﬁE§6n
ing lists of what | wanted and started to make lists of what | wanted to give to pth- _,__ [t)n: €a mot
ers for Christmas. But, still, it was'sg?cfaaaabout

Paul says in Acts 20:35, dAlt is mofle RieGreogd [[( an
to receive. 0 There is much more | VI Sdnfuel A1, feald |
Aperfect gift. o The | o¥, butthen dyslantaoy a s ltukell:@@3g er|| t h
3, the expense of those fAperfect glif@sn GO wYs ug
And February can be a pretty bl eak]| moStOAes &P YOh o
gi fto for everyone on their gift | |st

December 2§'

| am reminded of a story about i nGplatiBng ¢4 d |i n
his house and God gives him rest from his enemies, so he begins to think abgut Luke 2:2233 R
building the perfect house for God, an elaborate temple. But, through the pro H?et ee Godosf Sa

Nat han, Gododés reply is, in essence t hat therfe i
could exceed what God and David already had together in mutual covenant. 50

before you drain your bank account and amass a small fortune in debt, conside f%%

that there is no more perfect gift that we can give each other than to be true tq t

PN
<

covenants we have with each other, the loseenants. The best present is to be

fully present and true in love to each other and to ourselves. The gifts that lagt [

not Dai sy Red Rider BB rifles (weol Igl‘" dffo t
of silver or gold or studded with diamonds. The gifts that endure forever are e

of faith, hope, and | ove and theyodl !:“5 d i
even Farm and Fleet (where i f they|uun navel It
but , oh, faith, hope, and | ove youfcandét | ive| wi
present in | ove to those whom we care for. Tlfh a t

presents.



Canton United Methodist Church News

Canton Church lost a loving servant as Ted Alton was laid to rest on November
gliﬂfﬁf/ﬂ ( 7th. I'm told that after moving away, the telephone became his best friend and he

called his friends and family faithfullyThanks for your gift of life and love, Ted!
Ce/eémfe@

0 On October 11th, our UMW met in Barron with Mary Halvorsdfary remains a
k

faithful sister in all that we doThanks, Mary!
Carol & Dale Crisler gifted the church with a vacuum cleaiéranks!

December Birthdays “Imagine No Malaria" Sundawill be held in the near futureAt this time, the

1- Cole Halvorson | speaker is on a much needed vacatiomagine No Malaria has awakened the

6- Carole Crisler Church to what disciples diesus can do to transform the worlist imagine what
17-  Sharon Hagberg : . . . "
20-  Bill Jahnke we can and will do next. "One les®squiteOne life saved" was the battlery of

23  Mike Demers Cole Halvorson...as the S. S. Students made mosquitoes to hopefully sell and make
30- Diane Siewert |money for this project.

For nearly two centuries, the people of the United Methodist Church have been engaged in partnership with
our brothers and sisters in Africén 2006, the United Nations Foundation began a new campaign to fight ma-
laria called Nothing But Nets and invited the United Methodist Church to become a founding member. Noth-
ing But Nets was an immediate success, raising more than $7 million to provide inséctaiele bed nets to

the people of Africa.

In 2008, building on the success of Nothing But Nets and with assistance of grant funding from the United N:
tions Foundation, a new, comprehensive program to fight malaria was créateghrogram, called Imagine

No Malaria, has sparked a kfdhanging ministry for thousands of people in The United Methodist

Church. This is Faith in Action at its finest, and the people of The United Methodist Church around the world
have responded to the call.

Bishop Jung wrote in a letter recentRl:am very passionate about Imagine No Malaria and the commitment

of The United Methodist Church to raise $75 Million for this effdts sad to know that one person dies of
malaria every 60 seconds from this preventable and treatable digeddeam proud that the people of The
United Methodist Church have joined this historic and necefiggutyagainst malaria.

We have begun an exciting journey in the Wisconsin Conference this year...in the effort to raise $1 million fo
this worthy causeMy wife Im and | have been praying about the Imagine No Malaria campaign, and we are
excited to announce our decision to pledge $10,000 to Imagine No Malaria thisfe@&ope that our gift

inspires others to give generously, at whatever level is an extraordinary gift for you and your family."

Put your faith into actioniGet involved today!'Matthew 10:8..."Heal the sick...freely you have received;
freely give." Be a blessing Today!

Special Ornament Day will be December 14th . Place an ornament on the tree in honor
or memory of someone special. Label the ornamen

Christmas Eve Service will be a Traditional Candle Light Service at 6:00 pm.
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December 201

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
9: 00 Pas3ilsFUAaw
6:30 Handbell | Meeting
practice 6:00 UMW
7:00 Choir
DB @ Faith
7 Sunday School| 8 9 10 11 12 13
Charge Confer- 9: 00 Pastor6s
ence 12:00 at RL Meeting 3:15 FUMY
Potluck
6:30 Handbell
practice 7:00 Choir
DB @ RL
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
3:00 Missions Building in Usé
9:00 Choir 9: 00 Pas3ilsFAwW Hilltop Teachers
Newsletter Dead-Meeting
Canton Ornamentline
Day
6:30 Handbell
RL Cantata practice
DB @ Stanfold
21 Sunday School 22 23 24 Christmas Eve25 26 27
9:00 Newsletter | Rice Lake Merry Christmas
9:00 Choir folders 4:30 Tropical
6:30 Handbell Island Christmas| Office closed
practice 9: 00 Pagtords
Meeting 8:00 Traditional
Candle Light
Service
Canton
6:00 Traditional
No DB Candle Light
Service
28 29 30 31 Jan. 1 2 3
Please have your
2014 Offerings Happy New Yea
6:30 Handbell | and any Bills for _
practice Reimbursement Office closed

DB @ Canton

to the office by
noon. Thank
you.




UMW Meeting

III‘ December 3 at 6:00 |
The December meeting will be the PaN/
Luck and a special offering will be taken'
to support Paul Webster s i

United Methodist Women

The biggest thank you ever to all the men, youth, and United
Methodist Women of the First United Methodist Church. You all
worked so hard for the bazaar to be the great success that it was. Pe

were greeted by a warm welcome by the smiles of the doormen known-zas

Bill Zabel and Don Cherry as they entered a fall wonderland. People
cheerfully stood in line visiting with friends and neighbors with the
aroma of fresh baked goods, lefse, and fruit cakes. Then on to
Grandmabés attic for greetings
myriad of hand crafted items.

To walk through the church and see the magical transformation
our church to this fall fantaggnd was truly breath taking. Comments |
overheard were how beautiful our church was and how many people it
takes to make the bazaar a success.

a

The plants were really beautiful and there were so many. Thank s

you all for bringing them to the bazaar.

The deli was filled to over flowing with garden produce, canned
goods and soups, candies and wonderful cookies for the cookie walk.

People cheerfully stood in line sipping on punch and waiting to
enter the enchanted tea room.

| thank you all in the church for the time you took to decorate, s
-up, publicize, work at and clean up after the bazaar. For the decorati
of gourds, cornstalks, and the many hours and that that you all poured
into to provide all the items we were able to offer for sale to the people
our community.

Thank al | for maki

y o u again

ALY

event and giving our UMW the ability to help women and children in oug0o-

area and around the world.

31-

| hope everyone is as proud of our church and the people as | adil-

You all worked so hard and so wonderfully together.
Thank you all Mary Lynn Cherry

True Holiness e

The life of true holiness is rooted in the soil of aw
adoration. It does not grow elsewhere.... No blend of ze
passion, sefflenial, discipline, orthodoxy and effort adds
to holiness where praise is lacking.

0 J.l. Packer, Rediscovering Holine

December Birthdays

Alexis Scalzo
Linda Dufner
Bernie Kahl

Anna Taylor
Taryn Maki

Mary Jane Melbye
Brian Larson
Janet Kobel
Helen Bennett
Janelle Johnson

Lori Rae

Kathy Kurkiewicz
Wayne Henderson
Charlie Strong
Rebecca Kurkiewicz
Mike Madison

Jill Dietz

Adrianna Hanaman
David Bandli

Taylor Maki

Bill Bandli

Roger Sykes

Mark Toft

Erin Michels

Tawny Chandler

Erika Spear
tAfleheHouggsar 6 s
Taylor Chandler
Russell Johnson

Kari Thome

of a

December Anniversaries

2.
3-
5-
12-
23

Bill & Cheryl Aune
George & Ginny Swanso

Paul & Shirley Toft

Deb & Jeff Wille

Ron & Jeanne Parker

**if your birthday or anniversary is no
listed then please call the office to up-
date your info. ~Steph

>

t




Missions Committee

Thank you for all of your support again this
year for the Blanket Project. This is just
one of the projects our Missions Committee
supports each year and it represents the
support our church gives to people around
the world as well as the US. Our blanket in
the sanctuary has taken on the look of a
patchwork quilt this year with all the white,
orange, and yellow cardlsadds a bit to our
decor for this autumn season! As of this

date $760 has been generously given.

The Mitten Tree

The Mitten Tree is a Missions project tha

—

provides hats and mittens for children in
need. Starting the first week end in Decem

ber the mitten tree will be in the narthex.

uld
like to thank each and every one of you for your continued

Holiday greetings from your Missions Committee. We wo
support for our projects. Your generosity has had a positive
impact on countless people in our local community. Speaking
[

of projects, our mitten tree and our Christmas gifts for Hef
tage Manor are soon upon us. The mitten tree will be put up
the first week of December awaiting your gifts of mittens,
gloves, hats and scarves. A table for the Heritage Manor
Chirstmas items will also be sep to receive wrapped and

labeled gifts. Hair care is still $12.00 and there will be a has-

ket for those donations. We would like to give a special thank
you to the members of Rebecca Circle. They have already
purchased six cardigan sweaters for our Heritage Manor

Christmas project.

Thank you again.

Your Missions Committee

in

Join us this holiday season to help those
need. Your contribution is easy. As a thank
you, when you see our mitten tree, replace

candy cane with a pair of mittens or gloves

a hat or a scarf.

|

N all

N\
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-

Not Just Another Story

. The Coat Tree

The winter is full upon us. Kathy Wagenbach has let us know
OKFG . SyelYAyQa | 2dzaS Aa aSSs;
GSENE SalLISOAlLtte F2N) OKAf RNEB)

sizes, too. This might include boots, coats, or snow pants.

CKS aAradaaizya /2YYAUGSS KIFa R
F2NJ . Sya2l YAyQa | 2dzaS ySEG G2
82dzQNBE Of SIFyAy3a 2dzi Ot 2aSida |

or two, or have grandchildren growing like weeds you might

KIS a42YS GKAy3a Ay RSOSyid at
mittens for the Moose Mitten Tree. Coats, boots, or snow
LIhyda F2N 0KS . Syeal YAYyQa | 2dz



A Stewardship Message for Your Church
December 2014

#308 Give to Grow Spirituallyi "For a child has been
born -- for us!... and there'll be no limits to the wholene
he brings."(Isaiah 9:67, The Messagg

Jesus is counting on @isall of usi to care for all the
children of the world this Christmas season. How do w
as United Methodists do that best? A) By making a col
mitment of at least $10 to save a life through Imagine
Malaria? B) By providing items for the food pantry? C)
By giving our apportionments in full this year? In my
book, the answer is actualB) all of the above! These
are all great ways to live our faith this holiday season!

When we place our holida
plates, 84 cents of every dollar, on average, will remai
our local church to provide for utilities, building mainte;
nance, pastoral and staf
ministries, etc.

Another 13 cents out of every dollar we give will provig
signs of hope to children, youth and adults who partici
pate in the ministries here in Wisconsin. Northcott
Nei ghborhood House, Unit

Helps for the Stewardship Chair
How to Keep Christmas Well

I n AA Christmas Carol o,
5%o discover what old Scrooge had to learn the hard
way: The only way to hold on to something is to
give it away. This is the paradox of giving: The
one who gives (from substance and without count-
€ ing the cost) is the one who is most grateful. Be-
Msides being a donor, the generous person is also a
NG eneficiary. Thatos why
you fifty times, o6 and al
man, quite sincerely, to do him a favor by accept-
ing the gift.

Ever afterward, Mr. Dickens says, it was said of
Vsdi dd Fe it AL KUK ELWSh
"Well .0 Like any good st

well by giving it away. And so, as Mr. Dickens
fopddAyd £Sat Chid dd A0Sy &i

be truly said of uséevel

(
€

€ Consider making a gift that keeps on giving:

Donate in honor of someoneltmagine No Ma-

laria https://civi.umcom.org/civicrm/contribute/
ed Met hoqidnsatioighni | drends

vices, our United Methodist camps, Youth CONVOs, and

campus ministries on ten different campuses to name
few. This small amount of our shared connectional giv
also helps support all of our retired clergy here in Wis-
consin.

About 2 percent or just 2 cents helps us engage with t
poor and bring healing and hope to a hurting world.
These general church apportionments help us reach o
3 million church school children in conferences outsidg
the United States. The final penny or 1 cent goes to ot
designated mission funds.

As United Methodists we are connected. We see that

nection when we know OUR CHURCH responds to di$

astrous events like the Ebola epidemic in Africa. As
Uni t ed Met teleldatethd nsany whys hopess
shared through our connectional giving this holiday se
son.

-Rev. Jean Ehnert Nicholas

A A Buy Fair Trade or ¢
ng www.fairtradeusa.org
1 Reduce gas in shipping; support the local
economy
ne
A Honor a loved one thr.
V&{ational www.heifer.org or give to a United Meth-
t odi st Ministry in a par
Ner  sjonate about through The Advance at
www.umcmission.org/Givéo-Mission/The
Advance
Con-
- Check out these sites for making gifts:
A www. freepatterns. com

A www. buynothingchristm
51'give of yourself for future services like child care,
desserts, or back massages!

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
750 Windsor Street Ste. 305
Sun Prairie, WI 53590

1-888-903-9863 orwu

mf@wumf.org
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Congratulations!

Elizabeth and Andy Frye are now the proud parents
of a beautiful baby girl, Adalynn Elizabeth! She is

20 inches long and weighs 8 pounds 4 ounces. She
was born November 19th. Everyone is doing great.

Some Important Dates in December

Our annual Charge Conference is set for December
7th at 12 Noon at Rice Lake UMMWe 6 | | be h

. -
Pretty excited grandparents, ¢, © a potluck luncheon so please bring a dish to pass.

Nana Heather and Papa Mike oé%? NVZ %
Madison, and great S

grandparents Warren Milliman fCQmo 50'38 Seerviléea kedos Cantata is De
and Wilma Madison. ' '

Cantondés Ornament Sunday

ing the 9:00 service. Please bring an ornament in
memory of honor of someone to hang on the tree.

WE HAVE
MOVED!?

Christmas Eve services will be held at 1st UMC at
00 oo™o 4:30 PM and 8 PM, at Canton UMC at 6 PWVhe
Bruce & Lola Larson two later services will be traditional Candlelight Ser-
N12095 Bald Eagle Dr. vices. The 8 PM service in Rice Lakell also in-

clude CommunionThe 4:30 PM service will have

Minong, W1 54859 an alternative "Tropical Island Christmas"” theme

andfeature some traditional island music and car-

With Humble Hearts ols. Hawaiianstyle clothing is welcomed.
Bet hl ehemds Church of the Nativity, which marks
the |likely spot ddothighesusdé6 birth, _has_a  four

entrance. Throughout the centuries, the height of the
entrance has been lowered twice: once to prevent
looting and once to keep out car@hd horse

riders.

Because visitors must bow as they enter, this
has become known as the Door t s a
reminder of the reverent, submissive posture our ~ Please have your 2014 Offerlngs and any

hearts should take as we approach our newborn Lordills for Reimbursement to the office by

and Savior. |l t s al so a nbcﬁw'BﬁDéténﬁbeltS'ﬂ)atThaﬁI@y%Hs i s t
row door (Luke 13:249 the only path to eternal ' '

life.

As you worship this Christmas season, AT
whet her or not youore physically able to knee|l,
Jesusd presence with a humble and t/hankful helart
He alone deserves our reverence because he alone is pp— s T :
able to save.

With @eepest«Sympathy
Our thoughts and prayers go out to:

Dawn O0Brien and Family
her father Ted Alton.

Dwane Kamholz and Family for the passing
of his sister.




Q P Choir
The cantata date is very near and |
‘ would appreciate your attendance a
rehearsal as much as possible. We
| 5 T M A 5> will have choir rehearsal on the fol-
R A | lowing dates:

CHR
CAN
REHE

Tuesday, Dec. 2  7:00 pm
Sunday, Dec. 7 9:00 am
Tuesday, Dec.9  7:00 pm
Sunday, Dec. 14  9:00 am
Sunday, Dec. 21 9:15 am

Please note the changes in Sunday rehearsals.
Thank you so much for all your dedication and
hard work. Nancy Kahl.

A Hymn for Hans & and For Us All

Martin Luther wrote th
Aboveo -fearolddon, dans to be sung

each year at their family Christmas celebration. A
man dressed as an angel would enter, singing the
first (at least seven!) verses.

A lesser known and tender verse is this one:

These are the tokens ye shall mark,

The swaddling clothes and manger dark;
There shall ye find the young Child laid,
By Whom the heavens and earth were

made.
The children would the
Thou nobl e Guest!! . 0

one imagines everyone joining in final praise:

Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto [us] His Son hath given;
While angels sing with tender mirth,
A glad new year to all the earth.

\)

=L

{4

tl t 6s

e

Time to Order Your Poinsettias

t hat ti me of t he

year

decorate our sanctuary with poinsettias for Christmas

Worship.

Below you will find a form which gives you an opp

or-

tunity to order a plant and to dedicate it in memory or

in honor of a friend or loved one.

Once you have filled out your form, return it by plac-
ing it in the offering plate or you may return it to the

church office by noon oWednesday Dec. 10.If
your form is received after the deadline, it will be

re-

turned to you and you will need to purchase your own.
Please pay when ordering Make checks payable to

the church.

The cost for a poinsettia is $7.00.

If you would like to bring in a poinsettia to share, we
would appreciate knowing in whose honor or memory

its®y mn AFrom Heaven

Poinsettias may be brought to the church anytime
Thursday, December 18

Poinsettias must be picked up following the 10:30
am service on Sunday, Dec. 28 Thank you.

by

| would like to donate a poinsettia for ~
Christmas Worship Services.

In Memory of:

n_sing: AWel come tao eart h,
and after stild more stan
In Honor of:

__lwill bring a poinsettia.
__l'will donate the cost of a poinsettia ($7.00).

Given by:

Your Name(s)

Envelope #




Gil Bennett
1503 High St.

Melody Falkner
5729 166th St.
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729

Elaine Halvorson
19 W. Newton, #311

Mary Halvorson
508 E. Monroe Ave., #4
Barron, WI 54812

Selma Jacobsen
633 Cameron Rd., #108

Helen Johnson
415 E. South St., #1

Ruth Landis
1407 N. Elevation St.
Hancock, M1 49930

All addresses are Rice Lake, WI 54868
unless otherwise noted.

Wilma Madison
19 W. Newton, #113

Warren Milliman
633 Cameron Rd., #112

Marv Nielsen
1409 Augusta St.

Shirley Olson
1922 18th St.

Faye Paul
23 E. Eau Claire #322

Lesla Reali
23 E. South St.

Laura Rettenmund
2227 Lakeshore Dr.

Voyian Richards
1016 Lakeshore Dr. #237

Barb Schullo
1120 Duke St.

Sylvia Wildes

633 S. Cameron Rd., #24

Roberta Wright

N2629 Bell Tower Lane
Hortonville, Wl 54944
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The 12 Days of the Prayer Shawl Ministry's Christmas

o AW A AR

Written by Pat Jones Prayer Shawl Ministry at Unity Church Centre Girard, OH

)&*Merry Christmas from First United j&

W SR RS e S By

On the first day of Christmas my PSM gave to me one community project times 3
On the second day of Christmas my PSM gave to me two knit toy bears

On the third day of Christmas my PSM gave to me three pairs of socks

On the fourth day of Christmas my PSM gave to me four baby caps

On the fifth day of Christmas my PSM gave to me five crocheted rings

On the sixth day of Christmas my PSM gave to me six needles clacking

On the seventh day of Christmas my PSM gave to me seven coupons clipping
On the eighth day of Christmas my PSM gave to me eight balls a winding

On the ninth day of Christmas my PSM gave to me nine ladies laughing

On the tenth day of Christmas my PSM gave to me ten patterns flying

On the eleventh day of Christmas my PSM gave to me eleven rows a 'ripping
On the twelfth day of Christmas my PSM gave to me twelve projects finished

o BN A A RS
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