
F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  O F  R I C E  L A K E   
C A N T O N  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

C I R C U I T  W R I T E R  
Pastor Susan Oeffler                                                                                  May 2022 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Starkey Memorial Scholarship 

Once again a Starkey Memorial Scholarship in the 

amount of $500.00 is being made available to any 

United Methodist 4-year college students whose resi-

dence is in Barron County. This includes entering 

freshmen through returning seniors. Selection will be 

based upon financial need and demonstrated aca-

demic potential. Scholarship applications are availa-

ble through our website www.ricelakeumc.org or the 

church office of the First United Methodist Church, 

1221 Wesley Dr., Rice Lake WI 54868.  

 

 

 

 

National Day of Prayer Service 

Community-Wide Service on Thursday, May 5th at 

6:00pm.   The community is encouraged to at-

tend the Rice Lake Area National Day of Prayer event 

to be held on May 5. Representatives from area 

churches and organizations will lead the gathering in 

praying for churches, schools, media, government, 

business, military, and family. 

 The one-hour gathering will be held at Providence 

Church, 23 W. Eau Claire St. in downtown Rice Lake 

starting at 6 p.m. 

Food Pantry  

Accepting Donations  
The RL food pantry is accept-

ing donations. You will find 

our basket in the narthex to 

accept any food or  paper 

products. **Personal items 

such as deodorants, tooth-

pastes, soap, etc. also accept-

ed.  Thank you! 

Confirmed in the Faith 

Confirmation, a rite many churches 

celebrate each spring, has biblical 

roots. In Acts 8, Peter and John are 

sent to lay their hands on new believ-

ers and pray for them to receive the 

Holy Spirit. In the early church, new 

Christians — usually adult converts 

— received baptism and confirma-

tion as one ceremony. As more chil-

dren were brought for baptism, pas-

tors and priests would baptize, but 

only bishops would “confirm” a baptism, or make it 

official. Thus, the baptized were granted full mem-

bership in the church through confirmation. 

 

Now confirmation allows young people, often after 

intensive Christian education, to profess for them-

selves the faith into which they were baptized. Con-

firmation serves as an important faith milestone, as 

young adults purposefully embrace a life of disciple-

ship. 

Join us May 15th for Confirmation Sunday at First 

UMC for the confirmation of Kaylie Kraczek, Emi-

ly Hammang, Kaydee Nelson, Addisen Alton, and 

Miley Turgeson. Cake reception to follow service. 



Kaylie, Emily, Kaydee, Addi, Miley, and Pastor Sue 

Confirmation 
Class 2021-2022 

Kayleigh not too sure about 
these funky glasses. 

Addisen– too cool Emily determined to use her cell phone. 

Maundy Thursday Helping with Communion 

Confirmation Field Trip to the Mall 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Communion Sun-

day 

2 

Pastor’s Day Off 

3 4 

 

1:00 UWF  

 

3:45 Confirma-

tion 

5 

 

 

6:00 National Day 

of Prayer 

 

7:30 SPRC  

6 7 

8 

Mother’s Day 

9 

Pastor’s Day Off 

10 11 

 

 

3:45 Confirma-

tion 

12 

 

1:00 Worship 

Meeting 

13 14 

15 

No Adult SS  

 

Confirmation 

Sunday 

 

16 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

4pm Newsletter 

Deadline 

17 

 

 

 

7:00 Trustees 

18 

 

 

5:30 Serving 

Benjamin House 

19 

 

10:30 Prayer 

Shawl  

20 

 

10:00 Jill Dietz 

Visitation 

11:00 Celebra-

tion of Life for 

Jill Dietz 

21 

22 

 

9:00 Last Adult 

SS until Fall 

 

Helen Bennet 

Memorial  

23 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

 

24 

 

9:00 Newsletter 

Folders 

25 

 

1:00 Woodstone 

Worship 

26 

 

 

 

7:00 Ad Council 

27 

 

 

 

7:00 High School 

Graduations 

28 

29 

 

31 Memorial Day 

 

Pastor’s Day Off 

 

Office Closed 

31     RL Liturgists 
May 1: Mary Pautsch 
May 8: Karen Rindsig 

May 15: Helen Anonich 
May 22: Helen Bennett Family 

May 29: Russell Rindsig 

Canton Service is at 9:00 am with Youth Sunday School on the 1st & 3rd Sundays at 9:00 am.  
Rice Lake Service is at 10:30 am with Adult Sunday School at 9:15 am. 

RL Greeters 
May 1: Pat Moin 

May 8: Eleanor Falkner 
May 15: Helen Anonich 

May 22: Joyce Foster 
May 29: Mary Mattson 



6-  Emma Gifford 

6-  Michele Halvorson 

12- Greg Hagberg 

18-  Craig Healy 

19-  Glenn Berger 

25-  Lexi Halvorson 

25– Stevie Hampton 

26-  Marilyn Rowe 
 

Please call the office (715-234-
3919) if we are missing any 
important dates.  

Canton UMC 

 

 

 

 

May 1– Dale Crisler 

May 8– Halvorsons  

May 15– Gayle Strawn 

May 22– Rose Snyder 

May 29– Halvorsons 
 

**If you are interested in 

being a liturgist contact 

Gayle at 651-428-1365  

Canton Sunday School will continue on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of 

the month. 

Addisen Alton will be confirmed with the rest of her Confirmation 

class at the Rice Lake church on May 15th.  

Arlene Ciulla’s daughter, Stacy Castillo is graduating from nursing 

school as a RN in May. Congratulations! 

UWF will be serving Benjamin House June 15th, if 

you are able to help with this please contact Michele 

at 715-458-4294. 

Prayers needed for the Andy Amundson family, son of Tim Amundson and Deb-

bie Madsen. He is survived by his wife, Aspen and their four kids. UWF served 

his funeral at the Chetek UMC.  

Kindness 

Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes are truly endless. 

~Mother Teresa 

Camping  

It is hard to believe that it is time to think about summer camp since there is still 

snow on the ground, but here we are! There are camps available for all ages and 

abilities again this year. There is a wild backpacking camp, a tree house camp, 

create camp, robotics camp and video game camps. There are more special needs 

camps available this year- Rising Sun for youth with an incarcerated family 

member; Adult Special Needs Camps; and Spectrum Family Camp for families 

with an autistic member. Other family camps include: Grandparent and Grand-

child, Family Beach getaway, and Mother/daughter weekend. There are weekend 

retreats of fun and sun. Pine Lake and Lake Lucerne are the beautiful main camp 

sites. 

A few camping brochures are available in the narthex but it is easy to plan your 

summer adventure online at www.WIUMCamps.org. You can find scholarships 

there and our church has scholarship funds as well- just let the office know you 

have registered. Be sure to send in your reservation as soon as you can, since the 

camps will fill up quickly.   Directions to the 

camps are in the brochure and online. Invite 

a friend for a credit of $50! (Details available 

online). 

If you have questions call: Candy Bandli 715

-736-3412 (leave a message). 

Reserve your seat by the campfire soon!  

Happy Camping!!            

Food Pantries  
The Cameron Area Food 

Pantry is looking to re-

stock their shelves. Be-

sides food they are also 

looking for toilet paper, 

tissue, and pet food too.  

Donations can be left at 

the 

Canton 

church. 

Thanks 

http://www.WIUMCamps.org


Invitation and Membership Care Com-

mittee is still looking for new, unused birthday 

and anniversary cards. If you happen to have some 

extras lying around (such as freebies sent to you by 

charities, etc.) please drop them off to the church 

office. They can even be handmade as long as they 

have envelopes! We try to make sure to send a card 

to everyone, young and not so young ;) on our 

birthday/anniversary list 

every month so that being 

said if you need to update 

your birthday/anniversary 

information please call the 

church office.   

Drop Off Sites for 2022 Ingathering 

Spooner UMC  

312 Elm St, Spooner, WI 54801  

715-635-3227 Email: spoonerumc@gmail.com  

Office Hours: Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm 

Please call to confirm your drop-off time  

 

Barron - First UMC  

154 Memorial Drive, Barron, WI 54812  

715-537-3229 Email: barronum@chibardun.net 

Office Hours: Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm 

Please call to confirm your drop-off time  

 

Eau Claire – Lake Street UMC  

3337 Lake Street, Eau Claire, WI 54703  

715-832-6603  

Email: adminsec@akestreetumc.org  

Office Hours: Mon & Wed 9:00am – 430pm Tues 

& Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm  

Please call to confirm your drop-off time  

Ingathering for Annual Conference 2022 

Several churches have agreed to be drop-off sites. 

Gathered supplies should be dropped off by June 

8th at a drop site so they can get this to Green Bay for 

Annual Conference. Please contact the drop-off site in 

advance to arrange a time to deliver your supplies. 

Monetary donations can also be made. Bring a mone-

tary donation to Annual Conference or send 

to: Wisconsin Conference, 750 Windsor Street, Suite 

104, Sun Prairie, WI 53950 Please write check 

to: Wisconsin Conference, add Ingathering and name of 

the kit to memo line 

Home Care Kit ($20 Value)  

 2 Liquid Household Cleaners - 16-40 oz (Not 

sprays)  

 1 Scrub Brush - with or without handle 

 2 Dish Soaps - 16-34 oz  

 2 Liquid Laundry Detergents - 32-64 oz   

 1- 5 gal Round Bucket with resealable lid  

All items must be NEW & Placed in the bucket.  

 

Personal Dignity Kit ($15 Value)  

 1 Bath Hand Towel - No kitchen towels  

 1 Bath Washcloth - No dishcloths  

 1 Adult Toothbrush - No multi-packs  

 1 Bar Soap - 3-4 oz  

 1 Shampoo - 15-18 oz  

 1 Deodorant - 2-3 oz - stick, roll on, or pump  

 1 1-gal Resealable Plastic Bag  

All items must be NEW & placed in a 1-gal resealable 

plastic bag—$2 donation for razor and toothpaste (Do 

not include in bag)  

To provide a kit without shopping or sewing, bring a 

monetary donation to Annual Conference or send to: 

Wisconsin Conference of The UMC 750 Windsor 

Street, Suite 104 Sun Prairie, WI 53590 Please write 

check to: Wisconsin Conference add “Ingathering 

Home Care Kit” to memo line.  

Sylvia Madison Fischer born 3/30/22  
at 12:05AM;  7lbs 4oz. 19.5” long 

 
Parents: Kristine (Madison) and Garrett Fischer 

Nana and Papa: Mike and Heather Madison 
 

She was born on her Aunt 
Elizabeth’s birthday which 

is even more special. 



2-  Amy Jacobson 

(George) 

2-  Braydon Larson 

2-  Sheila Lindloff 

4-  Kelsey Manley 

5-  Larry Neve 

12-  James Bandli 

12-  Hadley Owen 

14-  Curtis Kemmitz 

14-  Heather Madison 

18-  Tyler Kilcoyne 

18-  Ty Rettenmund 

19-  Kristy Babineau 

21-  Fran Drabek 

21-  Bailey Wallin 

23-  Justin Kilcoyne 

24-  James Anonich 

25– Stevie Hampton  

28-  Jordan Turgeson 

29– Porter Manley 

2-  Pete & Candy Bandli 

23-  Ron & Pat Turgeson 

25- Marvin & Donna 

Heidenreich 

26– Pastor K & SunJoo 

 
If your birthday or anni-

versary is not listed then 

please call the office 715-

234-3919 to update your 

info. Thanks! 

“Life is good.” You may disagree, but “Life is Good” is 

a registered and trademarked expression by the “Life is 

Good” people for whom, life is good. The “Life is 

Good” logo is a stick figure named Jake who wears a 

black beret, beatnik sunglasses, and flashes a giant grin. 

Jake is often posed in any number of activities that bring 

simple pleasures to life — hiking, surfing, flying a kite, 

walking the dog.  

“Life is Good” started inauspiciously as brothers Bert 

and John Jacobs hawked homemade novelty T-shirts in 

the Boston streets and door-to-door through the college 

dorms. They were literally living in their van down by the river. They found 

their key to success when they printed 48 shirts of Jake over the saying, “Life is 

Good” for a 1994 street fair in Cambridge. The shirts sold out by noon. People 

were crazy for the simple and sunny philosophy. So much so, that the sincere 

and optimistic slogan has grown into an $80 million-a-year merchandise line 

sold by 5,000 distributors in 14 countries.  

One key to the success of “Life is Good” merchandise lies in the interpretation 

of those who own the products. Someone wearing the kayaking Jake shirt an-

nounces both his hobby and the simple pleasure that makes his life good. But 

cancer sufferers and survivors have also flocked to the merchandise line due to 

its simple, clear worldview. “Life is Good” is the hopeful battle cry of the can-

cer afflicted and the celebration song of cancer survivors.  

There’s an implicit sense of truthfulness to the slogan which preserves its wide-

spread appeal. The Jacobses are quick to note the humility of the assertion — 

life isn’t perfect or great, but it’s good. They know there’s plenty of bad in the 

world but find it better to focus on what’s good. John claims that the slogan is 

an affirmation of the here and now. “Don’t determine that you’re going to be 

happy when you get the new car or the big promotion or when you meet that 

special person. You can decide that you’re going to be happy today.”  

In the church, we have a similar saying, but I don’t think that it’s trademarked. 

“God is good, all the time. All the time, God is good.” This is more than an ob-

servation, however. Among other things, it’s a promise that our good God is 

with us and is active in our lives when we are struggling and in the valleys of 

life and when our hearts are full of the many blessings we have received and 

we are filled with joy. Yes, life may be good, but if it is, it’s because “God is 

good . . . all the time.”  

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

Good 

May 2022 

If you have questions or want to learn more, contact:  

Jason Mahnke, Director of Programming & Campaigns, Wisconsin United Methodist Founda-

tion at 608-837-9582 or jmahnke@wumf.org.  



United Women in Faith 

The obstacles we've faced the past two years with keeping 

our UMW engaged has me reflecting on how adept (or inept) 

I am at dealing with challenges and modeling resiliency. 

Much research has pointed to connections with God and a 

faith community as necessary tools for building resiliency. 

 

My parents planted a faith seed early in my life. Though as a 

child, I didn't fully understand the meaning of our church rit-

uals and teachings, belonging to a house of worship provided 

support and stability in times of adversity. I was blessed with 

a foundation to build upon. While having a faith community 

doesn't solve our problems, it sets standards and attitudes on 

how to cope with them. 

 

As life continues with it's ups and downs, please help our 

United Women in Faith work at creating a shared resiliency 

as we encourage each other to learn, grow, and act in our 

faith.   Kathy Wagenbach, co-president 

 

"Dear Lord, Thank you for the blessings of love 

and support we receive through you and our 

church family. Guide us on our journey so we 

may feel connected and sustained. Amen"  

"Find daily inspiration to fuel your faith" 

with the Daily Prayer Guide which lets you 

know what is happening in mission and 

moves you to put love into action. The prayer 

guide is found at the new United Women in 

Faith website (uwfaith.org, click menu and 

look under Get Involved.) Also, the website 

provides free Response magazine digital sam-

plers. 

A Mother’s Day Hymn 

Sing praise to our Creator God! 

Earth prospers from the way 

God “mothers” each new child into 

This world day after day. 

 

God fabricates in motherhood 

A channel from above 

That longs to share with every child 

God’s comfort, grace and love! 

 

Sing praise to our Creator God, 

Who “mothers” us from birth! 

Providing what we truly need 

Throughout our lives on earth. 

—Peggy Ferrell 

Help US Celebrate 
 
There will be a visitation and Celebration of Life for Jill 

Dietz on Friday, May 20th. Visitation will be from 10am-

11am with a service at 11am.    

 

There will be a Cele-

bration of Life after 

service on May 22 for 

Helen Bennett. Her 

family and friends 

will be serving straw-

berry shortcake in 

memory of Helen’s 

favorite event here at 

church. Her family 

will also be partici-

pating in the service 

that day. 

http://uwfaith.org/


First United Methodist Church 
1221 Wesley Dr., Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Phone: (715) 234-3919 

Fax: (715) 434-5848 

Email: office@ricelakeumc.org 

Website: www.RiceLakeUMC.org 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 am 

Adult Sunday School 9:00 am 

All our worship services can be heard on your phone by 

dialing 1(855)788-3919 or watch us on Facebook or 

YouTube.  
 

Canton United Methodist Church 

2408 15 3/8 Ave., Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Office: 1221 Wesley Dr ., Rice Lake, WI 

 Phone: (715) 234-3919 

 Email: office@ricelakeumc.org 
 

Worship Service: 9:00 am  

Youth Sunday School 1st & 3rd Sundays at 9 am 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Susan Oeffler  

     Cell#: 1-608-617-8149 

     Email: pastor@ricelakeumc.org 

                Office Hours: Tues. 1-5, Thurs. 11-2 and by Appt. 
 

Office Manager: Stephanie Byrnes-Hampton 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-4:00 pm  
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We are open for  in-person services!! Masks are recom-

mended but not required. However- if you would rather 

worship at home, here are your options: 

 

Facebook– search (top left) for First United Methodist 

Church of Rice Lake, make sure to “Like” us and Facebook 

should notify you when we go “Live.” 

 

Over-the-Phone– options:   

 You can call 1-855-788-3919 and sign up for it to call you 

automatically any time we go “live” by pressing 1 when it 

asks you to. 

 You can call or email the church office to manually add you 

to the list that is called automatically. 

 You can just call in every week; dial the number and just 

wait. If you call before the service “goes live” you will hear 

some of last week’s service but it will switch over automati-

cally to the new service. Just hang on the line.  

YouTube– search (box along the top) 

for First UMC of Rice Lake Media. 

You should see a blue circle with a 

“F” click on that and the videos should 

be right there.  

  

If you need assistance call Stephanie 

in the office 715-234-3919. 


