
F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  O F  R I C E  L A K E   
C A N T O N  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

C I R C U I T  W R I T E R  
Pastor Susan Oeffler                                                                                  June 2022 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Congratulations to Our Confirmands!  

On May 15, 2022, we were blessed with 5 teens ready to be 

confirmed in Christ. This past school year, these young 

women, Addisen Ellison, Emily Hammang, Kaylie Kraczek, 

Kaydee Nelson, and Miley Turgeson have immersed them-

selves in the teachings of faith, God, Jesus and the Holy 

Spirit, and what it means to be a disciple of Christ. Each 

week became more intense as the Holy Spirit showed up 

bringing them closer to God and with each other. At times, 

the Spirit was palpable! Yes- we had goosebumps and one 

could feel the spiritual energy. As one of the girls comment-

ed about the Baptism class , “even the water felt different.” 

These teens choose to be confirmed together even though 

from both our churches. Addisen is a member of Canton. 

Miley, Emily, Kaydee and Kaylie are members of First. Con-

gratulations and welcome to the family of God!  

Holy Baptism 

Receiving Holy Baptism on May 20, 2022 were Emily Ham-

mang and Miley Turgeson. Holy Baptism is one of two sac-

raments in the UMC, along with Holy Communion. Both 

teens were baptism right before being confirmed. Pastor 

Sue even mixed in some water from the Jordan River she 

collected from the Holy Land. The Jordan River is where 

Jesus was baptized before beginning his ministry.  Emily Hammang’s parents are Luke and Jenay Ham-

mang, godparents are Tabitha Zegarowicz and Matthew Hammang. Miley Turgeson’s parents are Ryan 

Turgeson and Roddi Turgeson, godparents are Darcy Henderson and Alex Henderson. 

Pictured left to right: Kaylie Kraczek, Kaydee 
Nelson, Emily Hammang, Pastor Sue, Addisen 
Ellison, Miley Turgeson 

Welcome Little Ones…  
A baby boy, Brooks Nelson, son of Torey and Samantha Nelson entered the world 

on May 4th. Grandparents are Darlene and Mike Plenty.  
 

A baby girl, Ilya, daughter of McKenzie Hammang entered the world on April 30. 

Grandparents are Luke and Jenay (Thome) Hammang. 
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RL Liturgists 
June 5: Lisa Mink 

June 12: Candy Bandli 
June 19: Paul Toft 

June 26: Bruce Kaupanger 

Canton Service is at 9:00 am                                       Rice Lake Service is at 10:30 am  

RL Greeters 
June 5: Mary Mattson 
June 12: Larry Neve 

June 19: Cheryl Hedgecock 
June 26: Carolyn Kaupanger 

Hospitality 
Committee 

Chairs: Mag-
gie Maust and 
West & Linda 

Dufner 



Birthdays 
1- Stacy McFarland 
6- Lloyd Snyder 
19– Brayden Pyrlik 
23– Ariella Castillo 
23– Jay Healy 
 

Anniversaries 
17- Rick & Sue Boortz 
18- Lloyd & Rose Snyder 
21- David & Leatte Stokes 
 

Please call the office (715-234-
3919) if we are missing any 
important dates.  

Canton UMC 

 

 

 

 

 

5th: Dale Crisler 

12th: Halvorsons 

19th: Paul Toft (will be 

reporting on the Annual 

Conference) 

26th: Rose Snyder 
 

**If you are interested in 

being a liturgist contact 

Gayle at 651-428-1365  

Addisen Ellison was confirmed at the Rice Lake church 
with the rest of the Confirmands but became a member 

of the Canton church. Welcome Addisen! 

UWF will be serving Benjamin House June 15th, if you 

are able to help with this please contact Michele at 715-

458-4294. 

Friendship 

In prosperity, our friends know us; in adversity, we 

know our friends. ~John Churton Collins 

Summer Camp Opportunities  

There are camps available for all ages and abilities again this year. There is a 

wild backpacking camp, a tree house camp, create camp, robotics camp and vid-

eo game camps. There are more special needs camps available this year- Rising 

Sun for youth with an incarcerated family member; Adult Special Needs Camps; 

and Spectrum Family Camp for families with an autistic member. Other family 

camps include: Grandparent and Grandchild, Family Beach getaway, and Moth-

er/daughter weekend. There are weekend retreats of fun and sun. Pine Lake and 

Lake Lucerne are the beautiful main camp sites. 

Camping brochures have been mailed to the homes of our church children, they 

can be found at both churches, but it is also easy to plan your summer adventure 

online at www.WIUMCamps.org. You can find scholarships there and First 

UMC has scholarship funds that can be used for kids at both churches! Just let 

the office know you have registered. Be sure to send in 

your reservation as soon as you can, since the 

camps will fill up quickly. Directions to the camps 

are in the brochure and online. Invite a friend for a 

credit of $50! (Details available online).  

If you have questions call: Candy Bandli 715-736-

3412 (leave a message). Reserve your seat by the 

campfire soon!  Happy Camping!!            

Starkey Memorial Scholarship is Still Available 

The scholarship, in the amount of $500, is being made available to any Unit-

ed Methodist 4-year college students who resides in Barron County. This 

includes entering freshmen through returning seniors. Selection will be 

based upon financial need and demonstrated academic potential. Scholarship 

applications are available through our website www.ricelakeumc.org or the 

church office of the First United Methodist Church, 1221 Wesley Dr., Rice 

Lake WI 54868.  

http://www.WIUMCamps.org


Food Pantry Donations  
The RL food pantry is ac-

cepting donations. You will 

find our basket in the nar-

thex to accept any food or  

paper products. **Personal 

items such as deodorants, 

toothpastes, soap, etc. also 

accepted.  Thank you! 

Our Deepest Sympathies and Continued Prayers 
for These Families… 

…Jill Dietz, a Celebration of Life service was held on Friday, 

May 20th at First UMC.  Jill entered her eternal rest on Feb 

12, 2022. 

…Helen Bennett, on 

Sunday, May 22, we 

remembered Helen 

during worship and 

then followed with 

strawberry shortcakes 

with her church fami-

ly. This was how Helen 

wanted to celebrate 

her life. Helen went 

home to Jesus on Feb 

19, 2022. 

Prayer for Loving Like Jesus 

Father, I have to thank You for 

looking beyond my faults and for 

loving me unconditionally. For-

give me when I fail to love others 

in the same way. Give me eyes to 

see the needs of the difficult peo-

ple in my life, and show me how to meet those needs in a way 

that pleases You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. ~ Mary Southerland 

 

Prayers, Joys, and more…. 

Please hold these persons in your prayers… Lloyd Snyder, 

surgery recovery. Del Halverson, knee replacement. Pat Turge-

son, shoulder surgery. Jim Wervey, shoulder surgery. Rose 

Synder, back problems. Marilyn, sister to Shirley Olson, seri-

ous fall. Traycen, 4-yr old grandson of Diane and Jerry Pierce, 

serious health concerns. Arlene Ciulla- health concerns. Betsy 

Gerland. Bob Buss. Marilyn Rowe- back problems. Families 

who suffered from mass shootings. People of Ukraine and 

Russia and surrounding countries. Farmers as they work hard 

to get crops in the ground. Those who are serving in the mili-

tary.  

Joys… Walt Rowe is finally back in RL after a long health 

issue.  

Mission Updates 
 
2022 Milk Program forms from the Sal-
vation Army are on the Community bul-
letin board. Help provide milk for the 
kids receiving the Feed Our Kids back-
packs. 
  
Missions Committee continues to make 
laundry soap for the food pantry. Please 

keep saving bottles. There is a box in 
the storage room off the dining room for 
them.  

Canton 
Please add to the friends 

section of your directory: 

 Justin Alton and Jes-

sica Etheredge, 1746 

23 1/2 St., Rice Lake 

 

 Don & Bev Halvor-

son,  

1968 21 7/8 St., Rice Lake 

 

Rice Lake 
Please change these addresses in your direc-

tory: 

 Shirley Peterson, 1639 Kern Ave., Rm 

17, Rice Lake 

 

 Jim Wervey is moving to Brentwood on 

June 1st, 633 Cameron Rd., Rice Lake 

 

Rice Lake please note the new 2022 (green) 

directory is available in the usher’s stand or 

through the church office.  



1- Jodi Rettenmund 

2- Jeanne Parker 

3- Jared Taylor 

4- Harriet Larson 

4– Jan Oeffler 

6- Pat Moin 

9- Lorraine Gustafson 

10-Tim Kraczek 

10– June Lihrman 

12-Robert Rettenmund 

17-Lauren West 

18-Ben Bandli 

18–Donna Heidenreich 

18-Dale Larson 

18-Matthew Rindsig 

19– Lori Miller 

23-Tom Barkley 

24-Isabella Wallin 

26-Brandon Larson 

27-Cheryl Aune 

27-Rob Berger 

29-Rachel Hying

(Madison) 

3-  Don & Mary Cherry 

10– Kristine & Garrett 

Fischer 

12-West & Linda Dufner 

15-Russ & Karen Rindsig 

24-Pudge & Janet Kohel 

29– Dave & Tesha Moin 

29-Dave & Rayne Semple 

30-John & Lori Rae 
 

If your birthday or anniver-

sary is not listed then please 

call the office 715-234-3919 

to update your info. Thanks! 

To be a follower of Jesus means to be willing to sacrifice ourselves for the 

good of all. It means to be willing to deny ourselves for the benefit of all of hu-

manity.  

I recently read about a man named Thomas Cannon who did this in a truly re-

markable way. He was a postal worker in Richmond, Virginia, who lived much 

of his life on the edge of poverty so that he could give to those in need. De-

scribing himself as “a poor man’s philanthropist,” he gave away more than 

$150,000 to people who were experiencing hard times, or who had been unusu-

ally kind or brave. He gave these gifts over the last 33 years of his life, mostly 

in the form of $1,000 checks.  

He traced his inspiration to his time in the Navy. While he was away at signal 

school, there was a shipboard explosion at the Port of Chicago and may of his 

shipmates were killed. He concluded that he was spared for a reason — to help 

others, to be a role model, to inspire people to see what he called “the oneness 

of it all.”  

Cannon gave to people of all ages, races, nationalities, and incomes. He gave to 

a low-income woman who started a youth center in her apartment complex . . . 

to a retired postal worker who was a regular volunteer at an elementary school . 

. . to a woman and a man who wanted to return to Vietnam to visit their 

hometown . . . to an advocate for the victims of crime . . . and to a teenager 

who had been abandoned as an infant but grew up to be named Virginia’s 

Youth of the Year.  

This generosity didn’t come without sacrifice. Cannon supported his wife, his 

two sons, and himself and his charitable efforts on a salary that never exceeded 

$20,000 a year. When he retired from the postal service in 1983, he and his 

wife lived near the poverty line on his pension. “We lived simply,” he said be-

fore his death in 2005, “so we could give money away.”  

He wasn’t unhappy about these sacrifices. In fact, he had a great sense of hu-

mor, one that he kept even after being diagnosed with terminal cancer. As his 

health was failing, he told the Richmond newspaper, “A Baptist deacon who 

owed me $200 died recently. First thing I’m going to do when I get to the other 

side is run him down.”  

Thomas Cannon didn’t want a foundation to be set up to continue his work af-

ter his death. He feared that a foundation would require a bureaucracy, and tons 

of paperwork. He didn’t even what his name attached to anything. He just left 

one simple request: “Help somebody.”  

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

Good 

June 2022 

If you have questions or want to learn more, contact:  

Jason Mahnke, Director of Programming & Campaigns, Wisconsin United Methodist Founda-

tion at 608-837-9582 or jmahnke@wumf.org.  



SHOUT OUT FROM PASTOR SUE 

Springtime Glory 

Spring and fall are my favorite seasons. So much color and beauty in creation. I 

am in awe of our Creator and the gifts of beauty. As I walk down my street today, 

I was enchanted by the flowering crab trees, tulips and lilacs making their way 

out of winter. Some plants are so excited for spring that they are growing right 

through the cracks in cement. That is how I feel right now- so excited for spring that no matter how or 

where I am, I want to just burst from the ground and bask in the warm sunshine.  

Watching flowers bloom reminded me of Lilac Sunday. For many years St Luke’s UMC in Frederic cele-

brated spring with Lilac Sunday. It was a huge event that included everyone to make it possible from 

cutting lilacs, arranging the flowers in containers, preparing the program, decorating the church. There 

were baskets hung from the ceiling rafters, window vases, and a bank of lilacs on the altar. The Lilac 

flower girls (eventually boys also) along with the Sunday School kids would sing All Things Bright and 

Beautiful and recite their lines about spring and creation.  

I remember the intense anticipation for Mother Nature to do her thing and help 

keep us on the projected celebration date. Of course, we never knew when mother 

nature was going to make her appearance but nonetheless, we persisted, adjusted 

and rearranged our plans to accommodate the lilacs. Sometimes we drove south and 

other times we drove north to collect lilacs from friends and family’s homes. Eventu-

ally, we found enough lilacs to fill the church. It was a nod to spring and promise 

that hope comes like spring does after a long winter. 

Seeing our neighborhoods bloom renews the spirit, just Lilac Sunday did for my home church and family 

for many years. Watching trees leaf out and all the colors green at this time of the year, the plants sprout 

out of the ground, grass turn green are signs of hope. After a long winter and dormant season of life 

these past two years, we have renewed hope. God will provide as God always does. Watching creation 

wake up is a constant reminder that we have to wait patiently for things to take root and grow in their 

own time. Yes, I wanted spring back in March but I couldn’t force it to happen. We all have to be patient 

and wait, something we are missing lately. We prefer things in a “microwave minute but God likes to 

marinade” says Dutch Sheets. 

There is a reason that spring waits- the plants know when it is time to burst forth or risk freezing. Until 

then creation waits and so must we. Not just for spring and summer but in life and faith matters. I think 

about this as we were blessed to confirm 5 teens this year. Not last year or next year, but right now. We 

all felt the excitement and Spiritual energy that day. The church was bursting at the seems like a new 

flower emerging from the ground. Hope was renewed watching these teens say yes to God. But also in 

their families, the sounds of newborn babies, the pride of their grandparents. All this affirmed that good 

thing come to those who wait on God.  God turns our mourning into dancing and fills us with new hope, 

new joy, light and love. So lets bask in God’s glory for a while. Let us remember that what is happening 

today is planting new seeds for tomorrow and future generations. When we want to see instant gratifi-

cation remember that we need to wait and trust that God has us in the palm of his hands.  

Blessings,  

Pastor Sue 



UWF (formerly UMW) will meet on Wednesday, June 

1st at 1:00 pm. Duana Bremer  is speaking on the new 

Salvation Army Family House. This is a house that is 

being refurbished south of Barron for the homeless – all 

are welcome to come hear her! 

Who Can We Be Together?  

Building Communities of Hope and Joy 

Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Wom-

en Mission u  2022 

 

This year will include a study of Luke 13 as we consid-

er what would be possible if we tended to the needs of 

our communities in small yet radical ways, as Jesus did. 

 

Mission u 2022 is available in a ZOOM class 

4 evening sessions-Tuesdays and Thursdays 

July 12 & 14 and July 19 & 21 

 

In your home or a chosen location. 

Registration deadline is June 27. 

More information is posted in the narthex. 

Center Your Spirits 
(5 Minutes) 

 

We cannot merely pray to you, 0 God, to end war; 

for we know that You have made the world in a 

way that people must find their own path to peace 

within themselves and with their neighbors. 

 

We cannot merely pray to You, 0 God, to end 

starvation; for You have already given us the re-

sources with which to feed the entire world, if we 

would only use them wisely. 

 

We cannot merely pray to You, 0 God, to root out 

prejudice; for You have already given us eyes 

with which to see the good in all people, if we 

would only use them rightly. 

 

We cannot merely pray to You, 0 God, to end des-

pair; for You have already given us the power to 

clear away slums and to give hope, if we would 

only use our power justly. 

 

We cannot merely pray to You, 0 God, to end dis-

ease; for You have already given us great minds 

with which to search out cures and healing, if we 

would only use them constructively. 

 

Therefore we pray to You instead, 0 God, for 

strength, determination and willpower, 

 

To do instead of just pray, 

To become instead of merely to wish. 

 

-Jack Riemer 

 

Credit: "Justice Prayer/

A Sabbath Prayer" 

on socialjusticere-

sourcecenter.org/

prayers/justice 

Have you heard the 'Story of the Two Wolves'? A 

grandfather describes to his grandson his internal battles 

by explaining that two wolves are fighting within him-

with one being good and one being evil. His grandson 

asks which one wins to which the grandfather replies, 

"The one you feed". According to the grandfather, this 

battle between anger, greed, and false pride versus kind-

ness, humility, and love occur in everyone's mind. You 

are in control of which wolf you feed. 

 

The battle is eternal, neither wolf will completely vanish

-just like your positive or negative emotions or behav-

iors will completely go away. But you need to find a 

balance that allows you to continuously grow and im-

prove yourself. 

 

You will always have a choice in which wolf to feed and 

it is up to you to decide which direction you want to 

take. Let's help each other steadily feed the good wolf. 

 

Kathy Wagenbach, co-president 

https://theacademy.sdsu.edu/wp-content/

uploads/2015/06/two-wolves-cherokee-story.pdf 

https://theacademy.sdsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/two-wolves-cherokee-story.pdf
https://theacademy.sdsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/two-wolves-cherokee-story.pdf


First United Methodist Church 
1221 Wesley Dr., Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Phone: (715) 234-3919 

Fax: (715) 434-5848 

Email: office@ricelakeumc.org 

Website: www.RiceLakeUMC.org 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 am 

Adult Sunday School resumes in the Fall 

All our worship services can be heard on your phone 

by dialing 1(855)788-3919 or watch us on Facebook 

or YouTube.  
 

Canton United Methodist Church 

2408 15 3/8 Ave., Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Office: 1221 Wesley Dr ., Rice Lake, WI 

 Phone: (715) 234-3919 

 Email: office@ricelakeumc.org 
 

Worship Service: 9:00 am  

Youth Sunday School resumes in the Fall 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Susan Oeffler  

   Email: pastor@ricelakeumc.org 
           
Office Manager: Stephanie Byrnes-Hampton 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-4:00 pm  
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We are open for  in-person services!! 

However, if you would rather wor-

ship at home, here are your options: 

 

Facebook– search (top left) for First 

United Methodist Church of Rice Lake, 

make sure to “Like” us and Facebook 

should notify you when we go “Live.” 

 

Over-the-Phone– options:   

 You can call 1-855-788-3919 and sign up for it to call you 

automatically any time we go “live” by pressing 1 when it 

asks you to. 

 You can call or email the church office to manually add you to 

the list that is called automatically. 

 You can just call in every week; dial the number and just wait. 

If you call before the service “goes live” you will hear some 

of last week’s service but it will switch over automatically to 

the new service. Just hang on the line.  

YouTube– search (box along the top) for First UMC of Rice 

Lake Media. You should see a blue circle with a “F” click on 

that and the videos should be right there.  

  

If you need assistance call Stephanie in the office 715-234-3919 

or email her at office@ricelakeumc.org. 


