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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Join us September 11th at First UMC for  

UWF Sunday with Chris Draxler 
 

United Women in Faith 
(Formerly United Methodist Women) 

 

As it fosters spiritual growth and develops leaders, United 

Women in Faith seeks to improve the lives of women, chil-

dren and youth in the United States and internationally. Unit-

ed Women in Faith advocates on peace and justice, economic 

inequality, education, the rights of children, human rights and 

farm workers' rights. We support our work with a scriptural 

basis and adheres to the denominational mandates 

in The Book of Discipline and The Book of Resolutions.  

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/agencies/united-methodist-

women 
 

There is no one way to be a member of United Women in 

Faith. We are small groups in local churches and also hun-

dreds of thousands of women united in faith to make big 

changes. We make prayer shawls and funeral meals, and we 

make policymakers listen to us. We grow closer to God and 

one another in the pews on Sunday morning, in Zoom gather-

ings, at rallies and vigils and community events and at As-

sembly. 

 

As the official women's organization of The United Method-

ist Church, United Women in Faith is structured in the same 

way as the denomination in local, district, conference juris-

diction and national-level groups. Why? Because we want to 

make sure we're in all of the places decisions are being made 

in the church. However, we're not just for Untied Methodist 

women-all women are and always have been welcome to be a 

part of our sisterhood of faith and action.  (response july/

august2022) 

Adult Sunday School 

The Call – The Life and Message of 

the Apostle Paul, will be the focus of study 

and conversation on Sunday mornings, begin-

ning September 18 at 9 AM. Whether you 

have admired Paul for his missionary fervor 

or have questioned some of his statements 

and beliefs, you may find something that 

speaks to you in a book and video by Adam 

Hamilton. For those who have not participat-

ed in any of Rev. Hamilton’s numerous stud-

ies, you will find that he is a very clear and 

down-to-earth explainer of topics that are of-

ten difficult to understand. This study offers a 

combination of history, theology and trave-

logue, as well as plenty of opportunities for 

discussion. 

Books will be available, but it is not neces-

sary to read the book in order to participate. 

Also, feel free to come when you can, even if 

you can’t make it for all six sessions. 

If you have questions or would like to obtain 

a book, please contact Lisa Mink or the 

church office. 

PLEASE NOTE: The Adult Sunday School 

class will take a 2-week break, with NO class 

on September 4 and September 11. 



 

UWF (formerly UMW) will meet on Wednesday, September 7th at 1:00 pm. 

United Women in Faith 

Have you noticed the term 'influencer' used to describe some public figures?  I 

wasn't quite sure what it meant so I did a little digging. This person is mainly 

affecting the marketing of products or services. Some characteristics of a suc-

cessful influencer is authenticity, trust, and passion. 

 

Good influencers know how to tell a great story that captivates and convinces. 

They inspire or guide the actions of others. They know how to entertain, en-

gage and persuade. Two synonyms for influencer are companion and guardian. 

This sure sounds, to me, like the resume of Jesus! I think he could even be con-

sidered a mega-influencer as he has one million plus followers! 

 

Influencers can have a powerful impact on our behavior and decision-making. 

Let's intentionally try to daily spend time with Jesus and strive to be influenced 

more by Him than by things of the world. This can help us grow in our faith.  

Kathy Wagenbach, 

UWF Co-President 

 

Psalm 91:2 (NIV) I will say of the Lord, "He is my refuge and my fortress, my 

God, in whom I trust." 

Grace Circle 

Meeting 

Grace Circle to resume 

meeting after 2 1/2 

years of the corona-

virus! We will meet at 

church on Wed., Sept. 

14th at 10:00 am for 

coffee, muffins, fel-

lowship, and reflection 

on how to move for-

ward as United Women 

in Faith. If anyone 

would like a ride, 

please call Cheryl at 

715-475-1075. 

 

This is a sample of the books they were able to send home with the kids 
over the summer.  Thank you for your support! 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Office Closed– 

Steph Vacation 

Day 

2 3 

4 

Coffee with Pas-

tor Sue after 

service 

 

No Adult RL 

Sunday School 

5 

Office Closed– 

Labor Day 

6 7 

Office Closed– 

Steph Vacation 

 

1pm UWF Meet-

ing 

8 

Office Closed– 

Steph Vacation 

9 10 

11 

UWF Sunday @ 

RL 

 

No Adult RL 

Sunday School 

12 13 

 

 

10am Church & 

Society 

14 

10am Grace Cir-

cle Meeting 

 

1pm Worship  

15 

10:30 Prayer 

Shawl 

 

7pm SPRC 

16 17 

 

UWF Fall Gath-

ering 

18 

9am RL Adult SS 

Resumes 
 

9am Canton SS 

Resumes 
 

Prayer Pal Sun-

daes 

19 

4pm Newsletter 

Deadline 

20 

 

 

 

 

7pm Finance 

21 

 

 

 

5:30 Serving 

Benjamin House 

22 

 

 

4pm Invitation & 

Member Care 

23 24 

25 26 27 

9am Newsletter 

Folders 

28 

 

 

1pm Woodstone 

Worship 

29 30  

RL Liturgists 
Sept. 4: Nancy Zabel 
Sept. 11: Mary Mattson 
Sept. 18:  Paul  Toft 
Sept. 25:  Lisa Mink 

Canton Service starts at 9:00 am with Sunday School on the 1st & 3rd Sundays beginning Sept. 18  
Rice Lake Service is at 10:30 am with Adult Sunday School starting Sept. 18 at 9:00 am 

RL Greeters 
Sept. 4: Gwen Rettenmund 
Sept. 11: Joyce Foster 
Sept. 18: Shirley Toft 
Sept. 25: Eleanor Falkner  

Hospitality 
Com. Chairs: 

Pat Asuma 
and Darcy 
Henderson 



A young child wrote this note to his pastor. "Dear minister, 

I'm sorry I don’t give more money to the church on Sun-

days, but my father didn't give me a raise in my allowance. 

Could you give a sermon about a raise in my allowance? It 

would help the church get more money."  

As funny as this is, many of us approach giving in this 

way, whether it's to the church or to any other organization 

that helps those in need. We'd give more if only we had a 

little more to give. We just need that raise and everything 

will be so much easier. There's only so much to go around 

and there's just not enough right now.  

Unfortunately, this paints a false picture of God. Our world 

tells us over and over those resources are scarce. There's 

only so much to go around. And so, we can only give so 

much because otherwise there won't be enough left for us. 

We spend so much time and energy acquiring and worry-

ing about what we don't have and often are so measured 

and cautious with what give, because we believe there isn't 

going to be enough. This is the myth of scarcity. That God 

hasn't given his children enough to go around. This is not 

the God we worship.  

The truth is, we believe that the God we worship has given 

to us abundantly! Not only is there enough to go around, 

but there’s also more than enough. And therefore, we give 

in response to the abundance God continually provides us 

with.  

I have heard people say that the more they have given the 

more God has given them. From my experience, I don't 

think God gives more to the generous and less to misers. I 

have found that the more I give the more I recognize how 

much God has already blessed me with. It's not that God 

has given me more in a "quid pro quo" arrangement. In 

giving, I am transformed. I can see the gifts I have more 

clearly. I can give thanks more fully. I can give more joy-

ously.  

Thank God for the many abundances he has given to us!  

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Founda-

tion  

A Note in the Office 

September 2022 

If you have questions or want to learn more, contact:  

Jason Mahnke, Director of Programming & Campaigns, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 608-837-

9582 or jmahnke@wumf.org.  

Too often, when we talk about stewardship in 

the church, we only talk about giving and 

generosity (usually to the church). But we 

know that financial stewardship is far more 

than giving and generosity. In fact, if giving 

to the church is the only thing we talk about 

when addressing the topics of money and fi-

nances, I wouldn’t be surprised if people 

complained or tuned the church out.  

Theodore Roosevelt said, “People don’t care 

how much you know until they know how 

much you care.” This is very true when it 

comes to talking about financial stewardship. 

The church teaches financial stewardship be-

cause we believe that faithful financial well-

ness leads to mental, emotional, and spiritual 

peace.  

Therefore, a truly well-rounded financial 

stewardship program in a church will deal 

with topics like earning. Saving. Spending. 

Getting out of debt. Planning for retirement. 

How to leave a legacy. And yes, generosity.  

Churches can do this by offering financial 

wellness programs like Saving Grace and 

partnering with other organizations in the 

community to teach people how to improve 

their resumes, interview well, and gain the 

skills they need to get a better job.  

I do believe giving is transformational. But it 

is not the only word the church should have 

regarding finances. What can your church 

teach that will give people financial hope to-

day?  

Stewardship Beyond Giving 

Help for the Stewardship Team  



Birthdays 

3- Dave Gifford 

8- Nohea Davis 

11- Olivia Gifford 

13- Josh Gifford 

17- Marilyn Putnam 

26- Zach Gifford 

28- Lily Gifford 

30- Andy Gifford 
 

Anniversaries 

19– Dale & Carole Crisler 
 
 

Please call the office (715-234-

3919) if we are missing any of 

your important dates.  

Canton UMC 

Sunday School begins September 
18 and will be on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of 
the month 
this year.  

 
We are look-

ing forward to 
seeing all the 

kids! 
 

 

 

 

 

Sept. 7: Dale Crisler 

Sept. 14: Halvorsons 

Sept. 21: Gayle Strawn 

Sept. 28: Rose Snyder 
 

**If you are interested in 

being a liturgist contact 

Gayle at 651-428-1365  

Send Some Love to 

Our Nursing Home/ 

Assisted Living  

Residents:  

Brentwood, 633 Camer-

on Rd: Effie Arnold #16, 

Lorraine Gustafson #25, Maria Ross (MC), Jim Wervey #11 

Dove Healthcare, 910 Bear  Paw Ave.: Bev Halvorson  

Our House, 415 E. South St: Sheryl Byrnes #10, Hazel Severson #14 

Pioneer, 530 River  Ave. S, Prair ie Farm, 54762: Virgil Jacobsen  

VitaCare Living RL 1, 1631 Kern Ave.: Walter  Rowe 

VitaCare Living RL 2, 1639 Kern Ave.: Gail Halvorson, Shir ley Pe-

terson #17 

Woodstone, 950 Bear  Paw Ave.: Jan Oeffler , J im Bandli, Ar t & Dee 

Bishop 

“The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can 
take it away from you.”  —B.B. King 

   It Only Takes a Spark 
Love is the spark that kindles the fire of compassion. Compassion is the fire that flames the candle of 
service.  Service is the candle that ignites the torch of hope. Hope is the torch that lights the beacon 
of faith. Faith is the beacon that reflects the power of God. God is the power that creates the miracle 
of love.     —William Arthur Ward   



September 4th 

13th Sunday after Pentecost  

 Jeremiah 18:1-11 

 Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (UMH 854) 

 Philemon 11:-21 

 Luke 14:25-33 

 

September 11th 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 

 Psalm 14 (UMH 746) 

 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

 Luke 15:1-10 

 

September 18th 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

 Psalm 79:1-9 or Psalm 4 (UMH 
741) 

 1 Timothy 2:1-7 

 Luke 16:1-13 

 

September 25th 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

 Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 (UMH 810) 

 1 Timothy 6:6-19 

 Luke 16:19-31 

Prayer Pal Sunday 

Dear Prayer Pals, 

I didn’t totally forget about Prayer Partner 

Sunday this summer, but it did briefly slip 

my mind, but, here we are in August and I 

have 3 weddings, a big 2-year-old’s Birth-

day Party and a trip to Milwaukee to take in 

a Brewers game on my calendar! So I am 

moving our celebration into September. I am thinking that Sept. 18 

would be the perfect Sunday to thank you all for your participation 

in this wonderful program. As an added bonus for waiting, Pastor 

Sue will be back to take part in the fun as well. I hope you can all 

be here on Sunday, September 18 for the big Prayer partner reveal 

and ice cream treats after worship. Thank you so much for your pa-

tience! 

This is a time to celebrate all the people who have been holding 

their pal in their prayers for over a year! Last year, I prayerfully 

chose those who would be praying for each other. They sometimes 

sent cards, gifts, and of course prayed for all the special holidays 

and life moments. We all look forward to the big reveal- that time 

when they find out who their secret pal has been all this time. 

Our participants this year were: Barb Burdick, Donna Cook, Linda 

Dufner, Connie Kilcoyne, June Lihrman, Mary Mattson, Maggie 

Maust, Lorene Millard, Pastor Sue, Jeanne Parker, Mary Pautsch, 

Rayne Semple and Pat Turgeson. 

If you would like to participate in the 2022-2023 

Prayer Pals Program please fill out a form and turn it 

in to the office or give it to me. The more the merrier! 

Everyone is welcome to join us for  an ice cream 

treat after worship.  

Thank you! Candy Bandli,  

Prayer Pal Coordinator 

           
                                                                                         
 
 
Name_____________________________________________                                                                                                          
 
Address___________________________________________                                                                                                       
            
Birthday_________________________________                                              
 
Please note below other important dates or events that you 
would like to share with your prayer partner. 
 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=278#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=278#psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=278#epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=278#gospel_reading


 

4- Mary Lynn Cherry 
5- Marvin Heidenreich 
7- Kristine Fischer 
9- Bill Zabel 
12- Karen Rindsig 
14- Nancy Kahl 
14- Leila Smith 
14- Katrina Wille 
15- Sarah Wittak 
15- Kenna Rhode 
16– Mary Mattson 
19- Eleanor Falkner 
20- Nara Shin 
29- Rod Thome 
30- Segae Shin 

1-  Mary & Roger Pautsch 
11-  Steph & D Hampton 
15-  Tom & Dianne Barkley 
18-  Gene & Darlene  
       Johnecheck 
19-  Joe & Margie Haines 
22-  Amber & Tim Kraczek 
28-  Julie & Chris Buergi 

Please contact Steph (715-

234-3919) with any correc-

tions, additions, or changes.  

Mission Notes 
 
The Missions Committee was blessed 
with a beautiful day and wonderful 
participation for the annual golf out-
ing. We thank all who played, spon-
sored holes, donated door prizes and 
provided lunch. It would be impossi-
ble to accomplish this without the 
help of many hands.  
 

As of August 19th, 84 gifts cards have been provided to 32 families.  
Thank you! 

Colby Edward Sorce was born August 
12th to Kelly Dufner-Sorce and Gerald 
Sorce. Colby joins big brother Finley to 
the family. Proud grandparents are Linda 

& West Dufner. 

Missing– Cobra 6 Iron golf 
club with a blue shaft! If you 

have seen or accidently grabbed 
it please contact Pam Petry. 

 

 

 
September 27th at noon at Bethany Lutheran. Looking for helpers to 

serve and people to donate. Please call Michele West at 715-296-3000. 

 

We are also looking for someone to take over as this will be Michele’s last 

time organizing this. We thank her for her many, many years of being in 

charge of this. We typically serve twice a year for approximately 25 people. 

If interested, please call or email the office.  

Keeping the Sabbath 
Oh, what a blessing is Sunday, interposed between the waves of 

worldly business like the divine path of the Israelites through Jordan! 

There is nothing in which I would advise you to be more strictly con-

scientious than in keeping the Sabbath day holy. I can truly declare 

that to me the Sabbath has been invaluable. 

—William Wilberforce 



First United Methodist Church 
1221 Wesley Dr., Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Phone: (715) 234-3919 

Fax: (715) 434-5848 

Email: office@ricelakeumc.org 

Website: www.RiceLakeUMC.org 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 am 

Adult Sunday School: 9:00 am (Sept 18) 

All our worship services can be heard on your phone 

by dialing 1(855)788-3919 or watch us on Facebook 

or YouTube.  
 

Canton United Methodist Church 

2408 15 3/8 Ave., Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Office: 1221 Wesley Dr ., Rice Lake, WI 

 Phone: (715) 234-3919 

 Email: office@ricelakeumc.org 
 

Worship Service: 9:00 am  

Youth Sunday School resumes Sept. 18 @ 9am 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Susan Oeffler  

   Email: pastor@ricelakeumc.org 
           
Office Manager: Stephanie Byrnes-Hampton 

Office Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-4:00 pm  
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We are open for  in-person services! However, if you 

would rather worship at home, here are your options: 
 

Facebook– search (top left) for First United Methodist Church 

of Rice Lake, make sure to “Like” us and Facebook should noti-

fy you when we go “Live.” 
 

Over-the-Phone– options:   

 You can call 1-855-788-3919 and sign up for it to call you 

automatically any time we go “live” by pressing 1 when it 

asks you to. 

 You can call or email the church office to manually add you to 

the list that is called automatically. 

 You can just call in every week; dial the number and just wait. 

If you call before the service “goes live” you will hear some 

of last week’s service but it will switch over automatically to 

the new service. Just hang on the line.  

YouTube– search (box along the top) for First UMC of Rice 

Lake Media. You should see a blue circle with a “F” click on 

that and the videos should be right there.  
  

If you need assistance call Stephanie in the office.  


