
Pastor Jess De Los Santos                                                                                  October 2024 

F I R S T  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  O F  R I C E  L A K E   
C A N T O N  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

C I R C U I T  W R I T E R  

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

 Pastorôs Corner The Heritage of Faith 
 

òBehold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a re-
wardó (Psalm 127:3 NKJV). 
òTrain up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from itó (Proverbs 22:6 NKJV). 

Weôve just celebrated our Christian Education month. Christian Education is focused on 

the spiritual nurture of children.  In the early part of the Old Testament, God told to Moses 

to give this important instruction to the people: ñYou shall love the L  your God with 

all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. And these words which I 

command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your chil-

dren, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when 

you rise upò (Deuteronomy 6:5-7). The importance of passing on a spiritual heritage to our children is emphasized 

in many parts of the Bible. Christian education is that education which is Bible based, Christ centered, Holy Spirit 

controlled, people related, socially applied with the Scriptures being the authority in all things. 

When earthly parents welcome and receive children as Godôs precious gift into their homes, they assume 

responsibility to love them, cherish them, teach them, and lead them to eternal life. 

In some families children are seen as ñliabilities rather than assetsò. But calls children ña GIFT from the 

Lordò ï reward or blessing. Not only do they bring pleasure and joy, but we can learn valuable lessons from their 

inquisitive minds and trusting spirits. Those who view children as a distraction or nuisance should instead see in 

them an opportunity to shape the future. We dare not treat children as an inconvenience when God values them so 

dearly and highly. Psalm 127:3 is a great and beautiful reminder for all parents and grandparents that we should 

fully participate in loving, raising, and nurturing the children (and grandchildren) in our care to follow Jesus Christ 

as their Lord and Savior.   

I praise God because my wife (Imelda) and I were raised in Sunday School and Bible Study because we 

both born as Methodists. We have been both nurtured in Christian Education. As Christian parents, we also raised 

and nurtured our twin sons (Jeim & Jehiel) with the Word of God since they were born. We have our regular family 

devotion: reading the Bible together - with reflections, singing hymns or gospel songs together, sharing our experi-

ences or faith journey together, and praying together.   

Before, in my own observation, children are like tape recorder ï they can imitate our words or the way we 

talk. Now, they are like video recorder ï they can see and imitate our attitudes, habits, priorities and relationships. 

Weôre teaching by example every time we handle conflict, cope with failure, and express our emotions. My wifeôs 

favorite quotation as a teacher is, ñYou teach a little by what you say; you teach more by what you do; but you 

teach most by what you are.ò When we live in obedience to God, weôre showing the children how to love and 

serve Him in their own lives.    

Always remember, thereôs no greater GIFT than the message of Godôs love and grace, message of salvation 

and eternal life. Our children (and grandchildren) are forever blessed when we tell them of Jesus Christ and give 

Him our life as individuals. Indeed, our children are a heritage from the Lord!   
 

Gracious God, thank you for our children (and grandchildren)! Indeed, they are a gift from You; they are a real 
blessing. Help us to teach and nurture our children (and grandchildren) with the Holy Scriptures. Use our faith-
ful devotion to You as a witness to our own family. Let them see how real You are as the Holy Spirit lead us day 
by day. In the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 



 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1 
 
2025 Budgets 
due 

2 
 
1pm UWF Meet-
ingï soup 

3 
10am Bible 
Study 
 
4pm Choir 
 
5:30 SPRC 
Meeting 

4 
Pastorôs Day 
Off 

5 

6 Communion 
 
9am RL Adult SS 
9am Canton SS 

7 
Pastor Works 
from Home 

8 
 
3:30 Worship 
 
7pm Finance 

9 
 
1pm Star Circle 
 
1:30 Canton 
UWF 

10 
10am Bible 
Study 
 
4pm Choir 

11 
Pastorôs Day 
Off 

12 
 

13 
9am RL Adult SS 
 
Birthday Cake in 
RL after service 

14 
Pastor Works 
from Home 
 
1:30 Brentwood 
Service 

15 
 
1pm Game 
Day!! 
 
3pm Invitation 
& Member Care 

16 
 
 
 
5:30 Serving Ben-
jamin House 

17 
10:30 Prayer 
Shawl 
 
4pm Choir 

18 
Pastorôs Day 
Off 
 
11:30 Lunch 
Bunch @ 
Lake Buffet 

19 

20 
9am RL Adult SS 
9am Canton SS 
 
Prayer Pal Sun-
daes after service 

21 
Pastor Works 
from Home 
 
4pm Newsletter 
Deadline 

22 23 24 
10am Bible 
Study 
 
7pm Church 
Council 

25 
Pastorôs Day 
Off 

26 
 
 
4:30ï 7:00  
Canton Spa-
ghetti Dinner 

27 
9am RL Adult SS 

28 
Pastor Works 
from Home 

29 
9am Folding 
newsletter 

30 
8:30 Menôs 
Breakfast 
 
1pm Woodstone 
Worship 

31 
 
10am Bible 
Study 
 

  
RL Liturgists 

Oct. 6: Pam Forrester 
Oct. 13: Lisa Mink 
Oct. 20: Dave Semple 
Oct. 27: Larry Neve 

Canton Service is at 9:00 amï Sunday School is the 6th & 20th at 9:00 am  
Rice Lake Service is at 10:30 am with Adult Sunday School at 9:00 am. 

RL Greeters 
Oct. 6: Gwen Rettenmund 
Oct. 13: Kathy Robarge 
Oct. 20: Linda Dufner 
Oct. 27: Rayne Semple 

Fellowship Hosts:  
Pam Petry & TBD 



Invitation and Member Care  

Whatôs Happening in October?  
 

¶ 2nd Sunday (the 13th) Celebrating our October birthdays with cake follow-
ing service.   

¶ 3rd Tuesday (the 15th) is Game Day from 1-3pm. Bring one of your favor-
ites or play one of ours. If you donôt like playing gamesï feel free to join us 
just for the fellowship and laughter!  

Ý  There is also an Invitation & Member Care meeting after Game Day.    

¶ 3rd Friday (the 18th) is the UMC Lunch Bunch at 11:30am. This time we 
will be going to Lakeside Buffet. Please call the office by 3pm the Thurs-
day before to let Stephanie know if you are coming.  

¶ Card Making Workshop is Monday, Oct. 28th at 1pm. The cards are for 
sale in the narthex. Only $2 per card. Proceeds go to the General Fund.  

There are many transitions in life. Circumstances 

like health, illness and mobility can prevent us from 

being a part of worship. We strive to help everyone 

feel connected to the life of the church regardless of 

oneôs lifestyle. Visiting is a way we show each other we care. We are bringing 

back the Visiting Care Team. If you are interested in joining this team to visit 

our church members and friends please call or email Stephanie in the office. 

Thursdays @ the U October 2024 Program Lineup.  
These lectures are free and open to the public every Thursday from 12:30-1:30 

and are held in our Blue Hill's Lecture Hall, BRRH234.  

¶ Oct 3   Protecting Our Precious Pollinators, Christ Stein 

¶ Oct 10 Across the Sahara with PAN AM in 1941, Tom Culbert 

¶ Oct 17 Domestic Violence: Personal & Factual, Sarah Wittrock & Allie Musolf  

¶ Oct 24 Writing Where You Live, Patti See 

¶ Oct 31 Ghosts, Monsters & Ghouls, Jon Fritz 

Most talks are livestreamed at   www.ricelaketv.com; most are also archived for 

later viewing at uwec.ly/Thursdays. For more information, call the campus at 

715-788-6244 or email holdenlk@uwec.edu.   

If viewing this onlineï just click on the blue link for more info about each program.  

 

2- Larry Kilcoyne Jr. 

2- Collin Wille 

2- Zeik Zegarowicz 

7- Don Cherry 

8ï Mike Plenty 

11- Cheryl Hedgecock 

12ï Art Duerkop 

15- Barbara Burdick 

15- Breanna Kraczek 

16ï Dennis Mattson 

17- Miley Turgeson 

18- Millie Engel 

19- Joseph Haines 

19- Breckon Larson 

21- Mason Pautsch 

21- Nancy Zabel 

23- Helen Anonich 

24- Kyra Larson 

27- Bob Buss 

28- Caroline Frye 

29ï Kathy Duerkop 

30- Connie Kilcoyne 

30- Ron Parker 

31- Jeanne Kemmitz 
 

2- Tricia & Jerald Smith 

6ï Justin & Sarah Knauer 

7ï Mark & Gayle Toft 

14- Rod & Kari Thome 

16- Russ & Janelle Johnson 

23- Denny & Mary Mattson 

27- Brian & Michele West 
 

If your birthday or anni-

versary is not listed then 

please call the office 715-

234-3919 to up-

date your info. 

Thanks! 

Remember Dinerôs Delight?  
If not, Dinerôs Delight is a dinner group with a focus on fun and fellowship and 

thereôs lots of good food too. Weôre scheduled in groups to meet in members 

homes (if your home is too small you can use the fellowship hall). Everyone 

helps with the cooking. The hosts providing the main dish, if you are listed as 

#1 you bring a salad, #2 brings a vegetable, and #3 brings dessert. Itôs a great 

way to meet other members in a casual setting. 

This is for singles and couples alike. If you are in-

terested in joining Dinerôs Delight again or for the 

first time then please email or call Stephanie in the 

church office.  

https://calendar.uwec.edu/barron-county/event/46059-protecting-our-precious-pollinators
https://calendar.uwec.edu/barron-county/event/45995-across-the-sahara-with-pan-am-in-1941
https://calendar.uwec.edu/barron-county/event/46060-domestic-violence-personal-factual
https://calendar.uwec.edu/barron-county/event/46061-writing-where-you-live
https://calendar.uwec.edu/barron-county/event/46062-ghosts-monsters-ghouls
http://www.ricelaketv.com/
https://barron.uwec.edu/business-community/free-viewing-lecture-series/
mailto:tollefla@uwec.edu


Canton UMC  

Canton Liturgists  

for October 

Oct. 6: De Los Santos 

Family 

Oct. 13: Lexi Halvorson 

Oct. 20. 15: Halvorsons  

Oct. 27: Kristie Kringle 

Church News 

As I was trying to think of what needs to be addressed regarding our church, I 

read my Upper Room for today. The scripture reading was Matthew 6:25-34. 

I worry about our church and how it can remain open with so few in attend-

ance. I guess I think I can do more. Maybe, but worrying is not what will help. 

God always has provided what we need, like the phone call just now from a 

friend offering to help with our Friday thrift sale.  Oh, yea of little faith! 
 

The Canton Church bell is still ringing on Sunday mornings, we have music 

each week, wonderful worship, and, most of all, the church is the people, there 

to celebrate & worship our great God. Thanks be to God!  
 

UWF 

The next UWF meeting will be on Oct. 9th @ 1:30 at the church. Please bring 

your World Thank Offering.  
 

We will be furnishing the evening meal at Benjamin House on Oct. 16. If you 

are able to help furnish, please call Michele @ 715-458-4294. 
 

UWF will be having our annual Spaghetti Supper on Oct. 26 

from 4:30 to 7:00 pm in the church basement. Carry out  will 

also be available with pick up at the door. The menu in-

cludes spaghetti, tossed salad, garlic bread, dessert & bever-

age for $10.00. The proceeds will go to Missions. 
 

Prayers: 

Lloyd Snyder - at home 

Glenn Berger- recovering from heart bypass surgery 

Dale Crisler- recovering from hip replacement 

Glen Kohls- In physical therapy @ Cumberland Nursing Home 

Birthdays 

 10ï Quintin Castillo 

22- Stephanie Davis 
 

Anniversaries 

15ï Glenn & Bev Berger 
 

Please call the office (715-

234-3919) if we are missing 

any of your important dates.  

Rice Lake General Fund 
Gifts & Memorials has started meeting again!  
Does your committee have an idea 

or wish for something church relat-

ed? A note can be left in their tray in 

the office. 

Rice Lake 
Coffee hour 
at 10am! 



October 6  

Holy Communion 

Job 1:1, 2:1-10 

 Psalm 26 

 Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 

 Mark 10:2-16 

 

October 13 

Birthday Cake 

 Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

 Psalm 22:1-15 

 Hebrews 4:12-16 

 Mark 10:17-31 

 

October 20 

Prayer Pal Sundaes 

 Job 38:1-7, (34-41) 

 Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c 

 Hebrews 5:1-10 

 Mark 10:35-45 

 

October 27 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) 

 Hebrews 7:23-28 

 Mark 10:46-52 

ñA Case for Christmasò Advent Bible Study 

 led by Mary Mattson 
 

There will be 4 classes, held on Monday mornings at 10:00 

in the Fellowship Hall. The first one will be December 2, 

then 9,16, and the final one will be December 23. Mary has 

6 books available, and more can be purchased, if needed. 

(Kindle version is $3.99 or paperback book is $6.50 on 

Amazon right now.) 
 

Who was in the manger that first Christmas morning? 

Some say he would become a great moral leader. Others, a 

social critic. Still others view Jesus as a profound philoso-

pher, a rabbi, a feminist, a prophet, and more. Many are convinced he was the di-

vine Son of God. Who was heðreally? And how can you know for sure? Consult-

ing experts on the Bible, archaeology, and messianic prophecy, Lee Strobel 

searches out the true identity of the child in the manger. Join him as he asks the 

tough, pointed questions youôd expect from an award-winning legal journalist. If 

Jesus really was God in the flesh, then there ought to be credible evidence, includ-

ing Eyewitness EvidenceðCan the biographies of Jesus be trusted? Scientific Evi-

denceðWhat does archaeology reveal? Profile EvidenceðDid Jesus fulfill the 

attributes of God? Fingerprint EvidenceðDid Jesus uniquely match the identity of 

the Messiah? The Case for Christmas invites you to consider why Christmas mat-

ters in the first place. Somewhere beyond the traditions of the holiday lies the 

truth. It may be more compelling than youôve realized. Weigh the facts . . . and 

decide for yourself.  Join me as we search for the answer!  

Join ñPrayer Partnersò for 2024-2025 
 
As a Prayer Partner, you will be given the name of a per-
son to hold in prayer for the next year. If you would like, 
you can send cards or remember your partner in other 

ways at various times. The names of the prayer partners will be revealed next 
summer/fall. People of all ages are invited to participate.   
 
Please turn your form into the office, the lock box by the office door, or give 
directly to Candy Bandli by October 20th.  
                                                                                                            
                                  

Name: ______________________________________________                                                                                                          
 
Address: ____________________________________________                                                                                                       
            
Birthday: _______________  Anniversary:________________                                         
 
Please note below other important dates or events that you would like to 
share with your prayer partner. 
 

Prayer Pal  
Sundaes  

Sunday, October 
20th after service.  
Discover who your 
2023-2024 prayer 
partner has been. 



Church & Society  

»À» ÐÆÌ ÂÅÆÎş 

Visiting homebound members of the United Meth-

odist Church (UMC) is important for a number of 

reasons, including:  

¶ Strengthening relationships: Visiting home-

bound members can help strengthen their relation-

ship with the church and with God.  

¶ Providing companionship: Visiting can help 

homebound members feel like they have a friend.  

¶ Sharing stories: Visiting can help kids learn 

from different generations and hear their stories.  

¶ Providing pastoral care: Visiting can help pro-

vide pastoral care and concern to homebound mem-

bers.  

¶ Helping people feel connected: Visiting can 

help people feel connected to the life of the church, 

regardless of their lifestyle. 

¶ Helping people feel valued: Visiting can help 

older adults feel valued for their contributions.  

Homebound members can have limitations that re-

duce their involvement in the church, and these limi-

tations can be temporary or permanent.  

They need to have fellowship brought to them. They 

miss their friends and the fellowship of other church 

members where they can develop new friendships 

and meaningful connections. 

 

Homebound Church Members Receive Hope 

and Healing through Powerful Ministry  

By Karoline Chapman 

Almost every church has a population of rarely-seen 

members who continue to pray and give, expecting 

nothing in return. But the truth is that they need fellow-

ship and ministry as much as any other churchgoer at-

tending on a Sunday. These are the homebound church 

members. Reverend Maria Soledad De La Cerda has 

witnessed the power of connecting with the home-

bound congregation population through her appoint-

ment. 

De La Cerda has served with CrossRoads Houston 

United Methodist Church, which hosts regular English 

and Spanish services, for nearly a year, ministering to 

homebound church members. Many of them are conva-

lescing as they navigate illness, injury or mobility is-

sues that prevent them from attending church in per-

son. 

To no fault of their own, these seniors are isolated, 

craving community with their church family and con-

nection with God. While some have family and friends 

surrounding them, others do not. 

ñThe biggest need that I witness in my ministry is com-

panionship,ò shares De La Cerda, who visits these sen-

iors regularly. ñI urge church members to visit their 

homebound church family with an intentional visit. 

Not just a óhi, how are you,ô but listen to their stories. 

Pray for them, and let them pray with you!ò 

Prayer, devotionals and music are all powerful ways to 

minister to these men and women who crave spiritual 

enrichment in addition to sincere fellowship. The musi-

cally gifted can bless them by playing hymns and sing-

ing to or with them; anyone can bring a devotional to 

share. 

ñThis is so important because it not only ministers to 

them, but it helps them feel more connected to the 

church and part of the ministry,ò says De La Cerda. 

ñOften, these people are longtime church members 

who may have raised their families in the church or 

attended for decades. It blesses them when they can 

still be involved in ministry through prayer, singing or 

sharing devotions.ò 

ñOne woman Iôd visited had been on hospice for sever-

al years and was no longer responsive,ò said s De La 

Cerda. ñBut I would visit her weekly to pray over her, 

share a devotional or speak to her even though she 

couldnôt speak back. One day while praying with her, I 

told her that God was waiting for her, and I prayed that 

she would be at peace. When I said that, she opened 

her eyes. She still couldnôt speak, but she locked eyes 

with me, and the overwhelming sense of peace within 

her at that moment was palpable. Three days later, she 

went Home to be with Jesus. I will always be grateful 

for that encounter and that I was able to assure her that 

everything would be okay, there at the end.ò 

For the whole article go here: https://www.txcumc.org/

news/homebound-church-members-receive-hope-and-

healing-through-powerful-ministry/ 



United Women in Faith  
Next meeting ï October 2nd at 1pm. Soup will be served.  

World Thank Bank  
Suggestion for October 

 

Internet access? Add a coin 
for email and the web.  

Holey Socks are being collected again. A 

box will be out for donations and the 

socks will be taken to the NW District 

Fall Gathering in Chippewa Falls on 

September 28th.  

We have a relationship with food, our brains 

process not only the smells and tastes but the 

emotions associated with sharing a meal. While 

preparing for a family picnic, childhood food 

memories flooded my senses. Sights and smells 

and tastes...... my grandma's potato salad with 

just a splash of dill pickle juice, Cheez Whiz 

spread on rye bread dotted with olives, cherry 

red Kool Aid served in aluminum rainbow 

tumblers, slices of a watermelon that had been 

chilled in the milk house cooler, Sloppy Joes on 

hamburger buns, sour cream chocolate cake 

topped with 7-minute frosting. The excitement 

and anticipation of fun and games and conversa-

tion made the gatherings that much more spe-

cial.  

As we enter autumn, a whole other season of 

gastronomic delights awaits, bringing more 

feasts for the senses and more occasions to joy-

fully connect and make memories that nourish 

our souls. United Women in Faith welcome all 

to partake in our offerings of nourishment.     

 

Kathy Wagenbach, President 

Please note this address change: 
 

Rachel and Skyler Hying 
N3178 Welsh Coulee Road 
La Crosse, WI 54601 

Congratulations on the new 

house!! 

All are invited to the 2024  

WI CONFERENCE UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH  

ANNUAL GATHERING  

ñFood, Faith and Fellowshipò  

October 12, 2024  8am-2pm 

Lake Street UMC, 337 Lake Street, Eau Claire  
(More info on the UWF board in the fellowship hall.) 

Bake-Craft-Plant Sale 

Saturday, November 16th- Planned time is 9-11.  

More details in November newsletter.  

Prairie Farm Faith United Methodist Church  

Potato and Buttermilk Pancake Supper  
Wed, October 9, 2024 at Ridgeland Community Center  

Serving from 4 to 7pm     Free Will donation  

Menu: Potato and Buttermilk Pancakes, Sausage and Ap-

ple Sauce, Milk and Coffee 

An Autumn Poem 

Fall, leaves, fall; die, flowers, away; 
Lengthen night and shorten day; 
Every leaf speaks bliss to me 
Fluttering from the autumn tree. 

I shall smile when wreaths of snow 
Blossom where the rose should grow; 
I shall sing when nightôs decay 
Ushers in a drearier day. 

ðEmily Bront® 


